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The letter within concerns a r uest for e
licences for the supply of civilian training ai
to a Jewish aviation company in Palestine. The
Ministry of Supply have promised an answer in r
of four of the aircraft (one Proctor and three
by to-sight. The matter is, therefore, urgent.

port
rcraft

espcct
Ansons)

In addition to the arguments used by the Colonial
Office in this letter, the i inistry of Supply state
that if we cannot supply Palestine Airways with British
types of aircraft for training their pilots we shall
probably lose orders for aircraft amounLing to possibly
£1,500,000.

On the other hand, Palestine Airways is to;
extent under the financial control of ths Jewish
and would certainly be in no position to resist
co-rmanas Lmight choose to give concerning the
these aircraft. Although they are civilian typ

they could no doubt play a part in the impending
war in Palestine. Since it is our aim to locali
civil war as cctpletely as possible and, if we c
prevent the supply of armaments to either side,vitally important that we ourselves should be fr
any susp
hands of

icion that we
either Arabs

have put
or Jews.

lethal weapons into

some
Ag ency,

any
use of
Cs,
civil

se this
an, to
it is
ee from

the

I su :gest that this political consideration
should, in this instance, take precedence over the
export possibilities to which the Linistry of Supply
draw our attention, and that we should ask thiem to
explain that, while we are willing, in principle, to
assist Palestine Airways in the establishment of their
services, we cannot supply aircraft for use in Pales-
tine until the situation in that country is more stable.

15th January, 194 .
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I am sending copies of this
Dunnett, Ministry of Civil Aviation
Ministry of Supply.

Yours sincerely,

(J. D. Higham)

3

and Miss Steen
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My Reference 22923/25/48

Colonial Office,
The Church House,

Great Smith Street,
, London, S.W.1.

I "..
Your Reference 15th Tanuary, 1948.

JAN
My dear Beeley,

We spoke this morning about a request fromMessrs. Shackleton for export licences for aircraft
to Palestine. The Ministry of Supply are most
anxious to get a very early answer since arrangements
have been made to ferry the aircraft out next week
and any delay may prejudice the chances not only ofthe present deal but of further orders for new
aircraft.

The proposition is that Shackletons will sell
the aircraft to a British holding company, the
Astra Overseas Trading Company, who in turn will lend
them to Palestine Airways for training purposes.

The aircraft concerned are 1 Proctor, 3 Anson
Mark I, 5 Tiger Moths and 1 Dominie. All these
aircraft are identical with types used in this
country for civil flying training.

For a long time the Palestine Government tried
to organise an air operating company in Palestine in
which Jewish and Arab interests would be equally
represented. Their efforts were unsuccessful and
the deadlock was ended last October, on the initiative
of the Palestine Director of Civil Aviation, by the

/agre eme nt

H. BEELEY, ESQ., C.B.E.
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agreement of both Jewish and Arab interests
concerned to proposals'for the formation of two
separate companies. The intent ion was that the
Jewish Company would o rate -to Europe and the
Arab Company to the Arab States. Both parties
accepted these proposals which were approved by the
Palestine Government.

We quite appreciate that the inclusion of
Lydda in the area of the Jewish State may be liable
to make the Arabs unduly suspicious of any moves by
the Jews to get even their training facilities
established. We appreciate also that although the
Company which requires these aircraft, Palestine
Airways, is a bona fide commercial venture, in which
the Jewish Agency itself is financially interested
(the capital being largely provided by South African
interests), there can be no guarantee that these
aircraft would not, should an emergency arise, be
employed for military operations. They are however
of types which are not suitable for offensive warfare
and we think that on balance there would be no
objection to the grant of export licences. I would
here emphasise the very great dependence of the Jews
on international communications and in particular on
air transport. The training of sufficient pilots
is undoubtedly a matter to which they will grant a
high priority and if we do not supply them with
aircraft they will undoubtedly succeed in obtaining
machines from elsewhere.

7'

-

0

m

r

0

'1

nt

'4'

(U

A) - - 'u
O 3 -<

S-v 0

o z o -

-:v c

-- 40

0 -4>- S

o O -v
-1 O

r oro-d
0 -n-C

-4W
O S

. ' "

Oc4

Cio



F,

I,y~s.r g'4 64

;f9'

<rpher

TO PALESTINE (Gen.

Sent 15th January, 1948.

(:. T.P.

Sir A. Cunningham)

13.45 hrs.
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Palestine Airways.

Messrs. Shackleton have applied for export licences
for aircraft for above company to be ferried out next week.
Aircraft would be on loan for training purposes. Shackletonb
anxious to accept because prospects future orders. Aircraft
concerned are I Proctor, 3 Anson 1, 5 Tiger Moths and
I Dominie.

Pepartments concerned have been informed that'
Palestine Airways a bona fijde commercial venture, and that
although no guarantee can be given that aircraft would not
be used for military purposes after the termination of
Mandate, I see no objection to supply.

Copies sent to:-

Foreign Off ice
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Mr. Beeley.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRET SALEQLJ di.LOLONIES

C

(0 T.P.)

Cunningham)FROM PALSTINE (Gen, Sir A.

D. 21st
R. 21st

1948,
"N

January,
"!

IMMEDIATE

No.145 Secret,

Palestine Airways.

Aircraft specified in your No. 163 are
considerably in excess of order for two Dominies
placed by Palestine Airways not (repeat not) with
Messrs Shaokleton. There seems to be some confusion
with Aviron, but matter is still under investigation

here and I should be grateful if you could arrange
to delay export in the meanwhile.

Copies sent to:-
Foreign Office
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of Civil Aviation
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- Mr. Beeley
- Mr. Edden.

Miss Steen.
- Mr, Dunnett.
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22923/42/3/48

Cypher (O. T.P.)

(Gen. Sir A. Cunningham)

FRmS.moOFs .QCLONIS.

Sent 21 at January, 1948,

I MDLATE
No. 245Secret.

Addressed
Repeated

to High Comn1isioner, Palestin.
to B.M,.O, No. 2 (for Air V.cowshal

Sir W Havers)

My telegram No. 163.

Palestine Airways,
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It hasl
to refuse export
they aire required

now been decided, for political reason
licences for these aircraft, although
for training. for ccnnrcial purposes.

2. Should be grateful for early indication of your
views on general question of importation of aircraft for
these and other purposes since it 1s clear that refuesal
of export licenses here will be ineffective if irorts
from other countries are permitted, Some imports may be
necessary if local airlines are to be allowed to ope ate
Please also say whether import licences had been granted
for aircraft mentioned in my telegram Io, 163,

Reports
datelined Jerusa
x'apreoentatives
Planes stated to

dder, and that
;wouli beable to
uO form nucleus
else states that
in open market,
weapon

from News Chronicle correopoid-ent
ii16m Mondayy states than Army .Disposelo d
have sold to AviLon 21 Auster airc.

have been old in otep iark t to h
thugh not all serviceable, pchi. 's
assemble from thew eight o? ten planc

of Jewish State Air Force. Correspond t
negotiations are on roTh' sale, *tlo

of armoured scout carro, mortars and other

4-- Ministry of Supply have been asked to call fe'Y
urgent report from Cairo. Grateful for any observati on
you may have. If, as I imagine, these reports are
unfournde4d, you will no doubt take suitable ateps to give
widest publicity to this.

~& ~.~--u

CD pie a sen t to :
Foreign Office
Ministry of Supply

" 1 "t

Foreign Office
Ministry of Civil

" " "i
AViation

"?

Mr. B eeley,
Mr,, E . Haynes.
Mr. W.J. Orr
Mr, Edden.
Mr. LJ. Dunnott
Registry Telse

(Aotioi
complet(

. >Pl

SO?

E~

S6 ;JAN

7
f

1

rv

'

Re~
Nu

FR

No

Das

Rey
in

-1,
0

L

fi >,~

4

2I

31 (
m c
(-) -

- (A

c) -
m C0

C)

7O :

C) 2
r ~--4

S O
U) -1

-4

r -D

C

- co

= m'

r-

0
z

(B

r-,

~0
c

C)

4 ; y

OUTWARD THLGRAM

TO PALEST INE

-..-

t

Xhrs.

---

Cxa

I

--

-y

=7



f

1948

E
PALESTINE

p
r

I E
.11

J40

JAN 94
f______________________________________________U____________________________________________

Regisry ?4.o (4l~ 7 /

PROM

No.

Dated

in Registry ( _

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How die posed of.)

completed.)

Next Paper.

10 4

A2ll // X/

El t O

PC4/!i /
'.4

A& 
'{

(Minutes.)

7
T4N

/WV2- J G..i ov 'vo c.

frIc Z C,

f1cum,-v vYC- N. , i; '.,

vs' , Y:7 I i G P

& A2

~.C4

4 mv' C.~/ 4 S&4S3 q4e~,2Aa

4

i, fN ($a9

Of

i94

G fr
21 r

F)

'1
0

az'1

O -C

0CCOXcs

-140

- Z

Wr-c

rFr -4

A W

-- o

i '

co

c0

c0

A

C0

I

47J

" /,", -/, no t
_

°.? "'S

cl" oz.

c46

'(Ata

'
c <

6L3F

Y4-



L.H. 16.

Ta.EoRAMs: AIRPROD, LONDON.
PHONE : FRANKLIN 2211. MINISTRY OF SUPPLY,

* xtn.3c317

Our Ref. .. /TI. .. : Exp/37
- -luILLBANK,

Your Ref. .. ~- o

L2 S.W. r

J2 AN 941098
Dear Beeley,

Further to Higham's letter to you of the 14th January andto our recent telephone conversations regarding the proposed supplyof aircraft and aeronautical equipment to Palestine by W.S*
Shackleton Ltd., I enclose a copy of a letter I have sent to the firminforming them that the grant of export licences cannot berecommended at the present time.

I am not very happy about this decision. You may perhapsbe aware of a recent case in which your Office refused to allow thesale of aircraft and engines to the Chinese G-overnment with the resultthat the order was obtained by the Canadians, whose authorities
apparently saw no reason to oppose the transaction. In the present
instance, I fear that there is a strong possibility that the
Palestine company may turn to American, French, Czech or even
Dominion sources from which they may well be able to obtain the same ceor very similar types of aircraft and equipment. As I have pointed
out in my letter of the 15th December to Scott of your Far Eastern
Department, regarding the Chinese case, it is not difficult to
overlook a commercial loss when it results from an arms-traffic
embargo which is more or less effective, but here we may be suffering 0m
commercial loss without stopping the supply of the equipment ino-
question. 

0 C
m1-m-1I should be grateful for your comments.

I am copyin this letter to Higham (C.R.O), Couldry (Board r 0 0of Trade), Dunnett (.C.A), Wing Commander Freeman (Air Ministry)
and Cardo (Admiralty). 0

Yours sincerely, -c
H. Beeley, Esq., C.B.E.,

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office, "ro

London,
S.w.1.
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Ex.43/46/Air 3(b).
WIW5071.

16th January, 1948.

For the attention of J. Beard. Esa.

Gentlemen,

I am directed by the Ministerof Supply to refer to the visit
of your representatives to this Department to-day regarding export licence
applications submitted by your company to the Board of Trade in respect ofaircraft and aeronautical equipment destined for Palestine.

In confirmation of the information given to your representatives,
I am to state that the following applications have been referred to this
Department by the Board of Trade for comment and support but that we are
unable to recoranend the granting of the licences at the present time:

You reference.

S4/3/22/47
SM/2/22/47

1M/1/22/47
SI1/24/1

SV7//48/3
saV8 /1/48/1
SV7/1/48/4
S4/7/1/48/7
SW7/1i/48/5

S14/7/1/48/8

SI/7/1/48/6

s149/1/48/51
SW/9/1/48/2

S1/9/1/48/4
SM/9/1/48/3

Item.

One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft.
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft
One Tiger Moth aircraft D.H.
Three Avro Anson cMk. I aircraft
One Percival Proctor aircraft
Two Gipsy Major Aero engines
Two Cheetah IX Aero engines
24 Outer Covers for Tiger Moth aircraft
24 Inner Covers for Tiger Moth aircraft.
2 Outer Covers, Tail Wheel for Anson aircraft
2 Inner Tubes, Main Wheel for Anson aircraft
6 Outer Covers, Main Wheel for Anson aircraft

-6 Inner Tubes, Main Wheel for Anson aircraft
4 Outer Covers, Tail Wheel for Anson aircraft
One D.H. 89 Rapide aircraft
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraft
One D.H. Tiger Moth aircraf t

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

(Sgd) E. HAYNSS.

W.S. Shackleton, Ltd.,
175, Piccadilly,

London,
W.1.

Copies to: E.L.B. Board of Trade
(Mr. J.H.E. Biggs)

E.L.B. Board of Trade
(Mr. W. Hadlor).
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13

A Dratt Minute froi the Georetar.d State to the

Prime .Minister

Rumours appeared in the British Press at the

beginning of this week to the effect that the War

Disposals Board in the Middle East had sold twenty-one

Auster Aircraft (these are two-seater reconnaissanoe

planes) to a Company controlled by the Jewish agency for

Palestine. My Department at once requested the Ministry

of Supply to issue instructions that all action on sales

of aircraft should be suspended and a report submitted.

The Ministry of Supply took this action, but have not yet

received any official information from the Middle East.

It is now reported, in the Daily Herald and

Daily Telegraph of this morning, that the Ministry of

Supply telegram arrived too late and that the aircraft

have already been delivered and taken to Tel-aviv.

This sale, if it is true that it has been e,2pleted,

is entirely contrary to the policy of His Majesty's

Government, which is to withhold supplies of arms and

all warlike material from both Arabs and Jews in

Palestine. It would give rise to serious resentment

against us in A+rab c-untries, and will make it more

difficult for me to dissuade the arab Govrnment from

taking precipitate action in Palestine.

In order that similar incidents may be avoided in

the future, I hope you will feel able to issue a

directive to the effect that all transactions involving

the disposal of material of military value/ the

Middle East must in future be cleared personally by the

Minister of Defence, the Secretary of State for the

Colonies and myself (or in my absence you).
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ER
From B.M.E.O. C
Dated 26.1-,48.

ENCLA IR TELEGRAM
;airo to M.of Supply.
received 11-30 a.mn.

Stow Disme 2122

27.1.48.

$T OW DISME

Ref.

2122

my Stow Disme 2118.

May we proceed
items at para.4(D).

with completion

Distribution:
Action copy
Information.

to

of sale and ,o/del ivory

P/O.D.
l.S/O.D.,

of

O.D.2.,
F.2.,
F.O. (Mr.Beeley).
A. D.of.D. (i.4)Mr.anthony.
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1b
Cypher/OTP

FR RITISH JiDDL EAST OFFIcE CAIRO TO

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY

No.41.18 ST0-. DISug

23rd January 1918. D. 5.13 p. m. 23rd January 19d 8.
R. 6.1. p. .in 23rd January .948.

Reference Stow Disme 829.

Sales of aircraft have been carried outauthorities F/A/54/5/D( QllA) and F/u ddrespectively 8 th

Aircraft declared by R.... F. on 14th July 1.9.7see our 300/227/DU. dat ed 23rd august 19.7.

Progress of sales reported under 300/227 etodated 31st December 191,.7 replied to in your l 2 /3ales426,l82A)Gll.) dated 12th January 1918.

Reported in my 300/227/bj-l1] dated 19th Julyfull details of sale of all aircraft. 4l1 located inEgypt have been sold as follows

(a) Six Magister Egyptian Air Force and twoAusten 5 to Egyptian ines Department

(b) Six Oford one to shmed Esmnat El GamalCairo who is army contractor for delivery of mail etc.from Egypt to Palestine and

(c) Eight Sea Otter to Squadron Leader J. Patient15 Oroscent Lane, Claphna Common S.1. and

.... nevon a.aR L rI aV- rus1q.U to Samio r Zul(grp.undoc. Jcr Bey contractor on behalf of 4rb interests.
Salos of (n), (b),(c) completed and cannot suspend.no delivery notes and action suspended.

Liachines located in Palestine, eighteen Auster 5 twoAuster 3, and one Oxford have been sold to Aviron Palestinafvintion Company P.O.B. 831+Tel iviv. all were collootedon 21t _ J t ra ., . __ o©
yLJtf. ns rut uJorusalem Office to inform Palostino Government directand follow any instruct ions they may giv.

. D US&3UTKO

ActW , carr To... -D-2.
~-~ ,7~., O.D.2

.. ... c.....2. .O. (Mr.Beeley)r-A.D.of D. (A.4)
(Mr. Arithony).
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Registry
No. B 1044/648/31

Top Secret.

Secret.'

Confidential.

Restricted.

Open.

Mr. Newling,
Cabinet Offices.

p

I

N

I7
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l.

29th January, 1948.
~ " -- # "9

A~3, 1

ir. H. Beeley.

From: -
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z
z
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0

z

N
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CA

.r

i

Will you please refer to my letter of
26th January enclosing a draft telegram for

despatch to General Hewer about the disposal
of the 21 Austers.

2. Sir Orme Sargent has pointed out that

the telegram which has been sent off, while

emphasising the importance of avoiding

any similar incident in future, does not

specifically instruct General Hewer to

refer doubtful cases back to London. I

therefore attach a short draft, as you

sugec might be sent as a chaser

to the earlier telegram.
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Registry
No.

Draft.

Telegram.

No.

(Date)-

Repeat to :-

En Clair.
Code.
Cypher.

Distribution :-

Copies to :-

~1r~l

F. O.,

Despatched

1%&
194

M.

Following for General Hewer.

My telegram No. of

should have stated specifically that any

doubtful cases should be referred to

London for decision. In view of the

difficultgof defining the categories of

stores the disposal of which may .aea

political repercussions, this t

safest procedure.
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29th January,

Will you please refer
January enclosing a draft
to General Hower about the

1948. I/4/

to my letter or 26th
telegram for despatch
disposal of the 21 Austere.

2. Sir Orme aar ent has pointed out that the
telegram which has been sent off, while emphasising
the importance of avoiding ar r similar incident in
future, does not specifically instruct General Hewer
to refer doubtful oases back to London. I thereoroe
attach a sort draft, as you suggested to Beith
which might be sent a a chaser to the earlier
telegram.

(ii. k300ley)

. J. . ew lin
Gab binet

waioe,. ... , M.V.U., T.D.,
Urr ices.

(h 1044/648/31)
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Drat t.

Telegram.

No,,,*,,,00,

(Date).......

Repeat to..

S 1044/648/34

#Iv&4
W2 o j 4 4

1,4'

C'

FOREIGN B'&ag , ,.1 ,

29th January, 1948.

1'ollowi for General hewer.

My telegram No. of

should have stated specifically that any
doubtful cases should be referred to
London for decision. In view of the

difficulty of defining the categories at
st ore, the disposal of which ray cause

political repercussions, this sees the
safest procedure.
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Ao;GI FILEcsS..1.

26th January, l4&

22

You will ave en t at 21 =aster aircraft ayeben sold by the B itiie stores Dispas.as Mission intgeni(.cle ast to a com;Lariy coxntrolld by the Jewie>hg czic7 for . a1l st i e. b h e "

The Foreign decretarv tF:navie of t i 7 zeident. It is t mst serious
is a Small and tUna'rm=d 'p1ane tt tha t e s of
score of t d s b r -, ut he psesion ofaircrf at al m 'ne ids n the other as no

typetf arfarn e f imne (ay , tage in theatieo ihrf&re nw b:giruni in Pa1esine. The tran-
reten i theve . bc to giv rise to considerable

esancsof >e , and to eauce ourdiretl if p .:ug arab Govcrranents not to intervenedirety in al tie. It will Rls'o be. an embarrassmentif e d decide to ofe o r influence with o t a r powers inthe direct:ion oft .3oating the conflict in Palestine
from any g t.e suipment of ars to t e colbatantsfrmany quarter. . tn

Aomeeting took }1.ace in the Foreign Office this
Office, the icr O erestatives of tie Colonial
agreed that I should c a e Ministry of Jupply
a telegram on t ele es i quest you to send General hewerhas een on toed lines of t._e enclosed draft. The texthas been ap roved by the three De; artre.ts I hment ired and I shall be grateful ife
you will send it th;iugh your usual channel.

Yours since.-ely,

(SGD. ) H. BL:ELEY.

., -j. Newlv3i rg, Es . ", J. ..
M.V.CJ., T.u.,

Cabiuet Offices,
J . l. 1
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Draft. telegram

v

Top Secret.

Secret.

Confidential.

Restricted.

Open.

Following for General Hewer.

Ministers are greatly concerned by the

news that 21 Austers have been disposed of in

Palestine to a company controlled by the Jewish

Agency. It is true that the Auster is a small

and unarmed 'plane, but the possession of a

score of these by one side when the other side

has none may be a major factor in the type of

fighting which we anticipate between Arabs

and Jews in Palestine.

2. We also realise that all material which

is being sold by the British Stores Disposals

Mission is in some sense of military value,

and that consequently a complete prohibition

on sales of stores of military value in

Palestine would mean that the Mission could

not dispose of anything at all. A line has

to be drawn between ordinary stores and special

supplies which may affect the military issue

and the disposal of which to one side may

cause bitter resentment on the other.

3. We do not feel able to define this line

more precisely in London, and must leave it to

your discretion and that of the Disposals

Mission, with which we understand you have

already established liaison. For your guidance

however, the sale of these aircraft is

particularly unfortunate because it is head-

lined in the world's press, and because it

will consequently add greatly to the

difficulties of the Foreign Secretary, who is

/trying...
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S
trying to dissuiade the Arab Governments

from intervening directly in Palestine.

4. Please therefore examine the situation

in consultation with the Disposals Mission,

in order to make sure that no similar incident

occur's during the remaining period of our

withdrawal from Palestine. pp-

5. nyt ing tint can be done to

neutralize the effect of the disposal of

these aircraft to the Jews iZ

tog aso tat3U ,heu~ ltrei Lht rit-hz-Ot

by- denial fsp ares and a9 ass is taxjce with=

servicing.
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EiCLaIR TELEG L -

Frn :.±..0. Cair t M. f Suppy.
fate 3.14 .rci d1 -1 ..

T TIE 2129

C nfiru y -ur in3tructi rs

Distrib',ti n:
actin =) t I-r

Inf , rna ti n.

ER
3t w Di s;- 2129

31.1.48.

31 JAN 1949
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) -I,

/off 6'4/0 ; :- ( 29 JAN i96

To D.M.E.0.
Sent 4-0 p.

Cairo
r.. 29.

ENCLA II TELEGE'M
from M.of S supply.

1.48.

Stow Disme 842

STOW DISME 842

that no fourth
consultation.

o Stow Disrc
ter

838. Ministry

sale of aircraftPlease confirm ti
l avelivcen

Phis undcrstoDd.
wit

undertakin-
ho ut F.O.

Distribution:
Originator - ,.3/o.D
Infornttion. P/O.D., O.D.2.,

F. 2.9
A.D.off D.A.4(Mr.inthony)
F.O. (Mr.Beeley).
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Sir Jocen Luca To ask theinister of
Defence if the Auster aeroplanes sold in Palestine
by His Ta jesty' s Government are capable of military
use, and if he will give a definite assurance that
no arms, munition or material that can be used for
warlike nurposes will be sold by His Uajesty's
Government to either disputant in that area."

S nswe r
recently

The Auster aircraft/sold to

'Aviation Company

the Aviron palestine

were not only demilitarised before

disposal, but were all in an unserviceable condition.

Their sale was consequently not inconsistent with the

policy of

4~ie

LO ID

denying warlike material to both Arabs and

Jews in -alestin j Since,

to adapt civil aircraft

however,

for military

it is possible

use, steps

now been taken to ensure that no Eritish planes

pass into :rab or Jewish hands in 'alestine

have

will

so long

as there is danger of civil war in that country.

Disposal is at present proceeding

quantities of

which are of

civilian use;

of large

surplus military supplies in palestine

a non-warlike nature and which have a
a; v I

it is not

sales of these stores&

proposed to discontinue the

Every possible precaution is

being taken to ensure that surplus warlike material

does not pass into the hands o1 Jews or Arabs in that

countr;(9

There is at present an embargo on the entry

Palestine, both by sea and over the land frontiers, of

all warlike materia]&; "he Government of Palestine

will enforce this embargo to the best of

ability until the Eandate comes to an end

15th Tay9
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S

It is also the policy of H.M. Gover nivt to

refuse permission for the export of military

material from Great Britain to any part of the

Middle East, except under existing contracts

which have been undertaken as a result of our

Treaty obligations to certain Arab Government9

11.11. Government have no reason to suppose that the

material supplied by them under such contracts will

be used in Palestine.
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Cypher/OTP ~ 11A 'ia'POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION

S1 FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINITON

No 1417

4th February, 1948.

Repeated to New York (U.K.Del)
Cairo
B ad
J da
Beirut
Damascus
Amman
Cairo B.M.S.O.
Jerusalem

D. 5.16 p.m. 4th February, 1948.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

491
185
155

82
77
65
66

109

MOST Il " DIATE

My immediately preceding telegram.
text.

Following is

"Sir Jocelyn Lucas - To ask the !inister of Defence
if the Auster aeroplanes sold in Palestine by His M1ajesty s
Government are capable of military use, and if he will
give a definite assurance that no arms, munition or material
that can be used for warlike purposes will be sold by
His IMajesty's Government to either disputant in that area.

Answer

The Auster aircraft recently sold to the Aviron
Palestine Aviation Company were not only demilitarised
before disposal, but were all in an unserviceable condition.
Their sale was consequently not inconsistent with the
policy of denyin warlike material to both Arabs and Jews
in Palestine. Since however, it is possible to adapt
civil aircraft for military use, steps have now been taken

to ensure that no British aircraft will pass into .rab
or Jewish hands in Palestine so long as there is danger
of civil war in that country.

Disposal is -it present proceeding of large quantities
of surplus military sup-lies in Palestine which are of a

non-warlike nature and which have a civilian use it is

not proposed to discontinue the sales of these ores.
Every possible precaution is being taken to ensure that
surpls warlike material does not pass into the hands of

Jews or Arabs in that country.

There is at present an embargo on the entry into
Palestine both by sea and over the land frontiers, of
all warlike material. The Government of Palestine will

enforce this embargo to the best of their ability until
the Mandate comes to an end on the 15th May.

It is also the policy of His Majesty' s Government to

refuse permission fbr the exort of military material from
Great Britain to any art of the }iadle East, except under

existing contracts which have been undertaken as a result
of our Treaty obligations to certain Arab Governments.

His Ma jesty's Government have no reason to suppose that

the ma aerial supplied by them under such contracts will

be used in Palestine.
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Registry
No.

" I

F.O.
IL

Draft.

Washington.

Tele ram

No. t b

Date. . 1

Repeat. Immediate to
U. K. Delegat
New York, 4 .
Caime, \% .
Bag ta .
Jed , t. i

Beira .
Damans, to .
Ananfe.
B.M.e . ,is .
Jerusa i.

Cypher.

Di stribu ti on

Political.

February, 1948

-De

MOST IMMEDIATE

SECRET

Addessed

of February

to Washington

*-

U.K. Delegation,

Jedda, Beirut,

repeated for

telegram No. $114

information

New York, Cairo, Bagdad,

Damascus, Amman, B.].E.0.

and Jerusalem.

My immediately following

contains the text of a question

be put to the Minister

House of Commons

February,

2. Please

of Defence

this afternoon,

and of the Minister's

convey

once, and arrange

publi city after 3.30

telegram

which will

in the

the 4th

answer.

the text to Lovett

for the fullest

p . m. London

at

possible

time.
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(This telegram is of particular seoreoy aM should be
retained by the autheriseo recipient anA nt pass ea].

Cypher/0TP POLITICAL DIS T BTION.

FROM FOREIGN 0 FICE TO WAS1INGTON.

Ne. 1416

D. 5 p.*. 4th February 1948

U.K. Delegation New York No. 490
Cairo No. 182
Bagdad No. 154
Jeta No. 81
Beirut No. 76
Damascus No. 62
Amman No. 65
B.MA.E.O. Cairo No. 108
Jerusalen

))
)
)
) Iediato.
)
)
)
)

MOST IMEDIATE.

Audreslod to $ ashi ton tele rai No. 1416 of
Februa create er information to Un ted Kingdom

Delegation New York. Cairo, Bagdad, Jedaa, Beirut,

Damascus, Amman. British Aile ast Office Cairo,

and Jerusalem.

My immdiately following telegram contains

the text of a question which will be put to the

sinister of Defence in the House of Comons this

afternoon, the 4th February, and of the Minister s

answer.

2. Please convey the text to Lovett at once, and

arrange for the fullest possible publicity after 3.50 p.m.

Loneon time.

Y Y r

4th February 1948.
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tJueis
LH.138.

Telegrams : Splycontra Wire.
London.Telepho Victoria 3811.

E.. 2'76

Any communication on the
subject of this letter should be
addressed to :

THE SECRETARY
and the following refenence
qued.a.

12/ale/OSeas/98

OVERSEAS DISPOSALS

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY,
ROOM 449

GtWeBins ter House,
HORSEFERRY ROAD,

S.W.I.

5th February, 1948.
Your Ref """"~"

Dear Beely,

May I refer L0 r recent !phone
conversations regarding the sale of aircraf t
in Palestine (and Egypt). We shall be glad to
have your early agreement to the comple tion of
the contrac t for the sale of seven Aus ter 5
and one Walrus 1 referred to at (d) in
STOWDIME 118 of t he 23rd January.

Yours sincerely,

W.J.ORR

H.Beeley Esq.,
Foreign Office,
Downing Street,
S.W.1.
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Cypher/TP

FROM- - --- W _

No. 159 Stow Disme
14th February,1948

UI
I.TRS

CAIRO TO .IMiBR OF SUPPLY

D. 12.00
R. 2.05

noon
p.m.

14th
14th

February, 1948
February,1948

Further my 2,118.

Decis
one Walrus
cancelled.

ion
to

required whether sale of seven
Samir Zulficar Bey can proceed

Auster and
or is to be

2. Deposit held full purchase price offered is £E.5500."-

3. Fifteen tenders

4.
the

received.

In view of previous sales
High Cozassioner Palestine

and latest cements of
suggest sale should proceed.

5. See my letter dated
sales.

January 19th for details of aircraft
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(Minutes.)

y2 . ,/
0/! 2

The Lebanese Minister has just called on me to
express his concern at the effect in Lebanon and other
Arab countries of the news that our Disposals Mission
in the Middle East have sold 21 Auster aircraft to
the Jews. He handed me the report, which has been
received from the Arab office in Palestine, and which
I have attached behind this paper to show hoW suspiciou
the Arabs are of anything waich they can interpretas a sign of British partiality towards the Jews.
He feels that cbnfidence in us, not only among thePalestine Arabs but throughout the Arab countries,
must have been very seriously shaken by the disposal
of the Austers. He believes very strongly that
recovery of these planes by the Blestine Government
would have an effect in restoring confidence out of
all proportion with their intrinsic value, and urged
that we should do everything possible to recover
them.

We had already decided to approach the Colonial
Office on this matter, and I now submit a draft letter
to them, sovering a draft telegram to Jerusalem.

We must take into accouilt the bearing of any actionwe take in this matter on our responsibility for the
American request which we have now received for
suspension of the delivery of arms, to the Arab States.
On the one hand a recovery of the Austers would provide
the American Zionists with another anti-British cryand so increase the pressure on the State Department.
But Inathe other hand, failure to recover them wil)I think, appreciably diminish our chances of persuading
the Arab Governments to agree to a temporary suspension
of deliveries.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

Oypesr(O.T.P.)

PROhMjALBdjTIR(Qen. Sir A.Ounninghem)

D. 26th January, 1948.
R. 26th " " 16.40 hre.

IMMEDIATE

No.190 Secret

Addressed to 0. of 3.
Repeated to British Middle East Office No.19

(for Air Vice Marshal Havers).

Your secret telegram No.245.

Palestine Airways,

You will now have had my secret telegram Noo.182which makes it clear that sale of aircraft to Aviron was anormal transaction. I am: further informed by B.H.S.0. thatno (repeat no) sales of armoured ecout cars, mortars and otherweapons are being negotiated. These items will not(repeat not) be sold and B.S.D.O. have been instructed toconsult this Government in future before any Bales of defencematerial are made.

2. The question of issue of import lioenoes foraircraft is under consideration in consultation with theD.C.A. in the light of paragraph 2 of your telegram underreference. Steps will be taken to ensure that only importsdesigned to meet strictly oril needs of local airlines are-V
permit ted.

53. 1 an arraging for suitable publicity to be
given to the faots of this cse.=o

Copies sent to:-o=
Foreign Office - Ur. Beeley.
Ministry of 3uPPly- Mr. S. Beynes.

- Yr. W..T. Orr.Foreign Offi -- Mr. AdMen.
Ministry of Civil Aviation

- Mr. L.J. Dwzntt
- Registry Tel.

I



INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

cypher (o.T.P.) U '7~*77k

F~gi E as (Gen. 81r A. Cunningham)

D. 25th January, 1948.
R. 25th " * 15.15 kre.

Addressed to 8. of 8.
Repeated to B.U.E.O. Cairo (for Air Vice Marshal

Sir W. Havers, No. 18).

Your telegram No. 309.

Sale of aircraft to Aviron.

My information is that this sale was effected
through Middle East Disposals and as part of a long term
policy. this Government was not ..consulteJd. I under et and
further that the sale was effected in the open market
after extracts to tender had been sent to the Arabs asa
well as to other purchasing concerns.

In these circumstances, and provided the trumth
is known, I do not feel that there need be undesirable
reaction.

Copies sent to:"-

Foreign Office
Ministry of Supply

"o "i o

Foreign Office
Ministry of Civil Aviation

i" " it t

Mr. Beeley.
- Mr. E. aaynes.

Mr. W.J. Orr.
- Mr. Edden.4
- Mr. L.J. Dunnett
- Registry Tol.
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TO THE SECRETARY OFSTATE FOR THE COLONIES

I
22923/2/3/48

Cypher (0. T.P.)

To P&ALE8 81' . 28 JANSirCA. whamW).
Sent 24th January,

4i 1

is'-)

1948. 22.00 hrs*

IrMMrIAT.
No. ecre t*

Addressed
Repeated

to High Coreaissioner, Palestine,
to B.M.E .D. No. 2 (for Air Vice Marshal

Sir W. Havers).

My telegram No. 245.

Palestine Airways.

21 Ministry of Supply now confirm sale of21 aircraft to Aviron. Latter took delivery on21st January. Foreign Office gravely concerned abouteyout oaf this on Arab Sates and I hould be grateful foyour ob servasti ons If n hol eg' e± 'Possible 
by Monday fltorning smaidanysuggestions for retrieving the situation

Copies sent to;

Foreign Office

Ministry
ti

of Supplyit $I
Ministry of Civil AviationItitn Ii

- Mr. Beeley.
- Mr. Edden.
-- Mr. E. IRaynes.
- Mr. W.J. Orx'

Mr. L.J. Dunnett.0
- Registry Te).s,
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Your telegram No. 190.

Ministers are gravely concerned by the

consequences of the disposal of these aircraft.

There is evidence of strong resentment in the

Arab States at what must seem to them a major

departure from our policy of neutrality. The

fact that we have disposed of these planes

also makes it more difficult for the Foreign

Secretary to argue in favour of the maint2ngpce

of the U.S. embargo on supplies of arms,'or to

hold back the Arab Governments from open

intervention in Palestine.

2. I have, therefore, agreed to examine

urgently the possibility of recovering these

planes.. If you have power to requisition

you should at once endeavour to do so unless

you see overwhelming objections to this

course. If you consider such action impossible

I should be glad to know what alternative
im-

proposals you have for/mobilising these

aircraft, permanently if possible but at least

until the Mandate has terminated.
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Registry
No.

Top Secret.

Secret.

Confidential.

Restricted.

Open.

Draft.

Sir T. Lloyd, C.M.l
Colonial Office.

From:

Sir Orme Sargent.

/%

11

FOREIGN 09 ICE, S. W.1

th January, 1948.

I believe our two Departments have been

in consultation on the situation created by

the recent sale toL e. Jewish company in

.. Palestine of 21 Auster aircraft. Since

the United Nations took a decision on Palestine

which has ' 81 the whole Arab world,

we have been trying to dissuade the Arab

Governments from adding to the High Commission-

erts difficulties in Palestine. We are

now faced with/At serious threat that the

United States Government may lift in favour

of the Jews/ the embargo which they imposed

on the 5th December on all shipments of

arms to the Middle East. If these efforts

are to succeed we must be able to show that

we have not$ dedourseveby supplying

either side in Palestine with equipment of

substantial military value. In the case

of the Arabs, it is useless for us to attempt

to influence their policy unless they can

be made to feel that we are doing nothing

to assist tale United Nations and the Jewish

Agency in implementing the plan of partition.

2. News of the disposal of these 21 Austers

must seem to the Arabs to be a major departure

from our policy of neutrality, and an

indication of pro-Zionist sympathy; it is

useless, so far as public opinion in the

Arab States is concerned,to explain that the

sale occurred owing to a technical inadvertence

and is not an expression of the policy of H.M.

Government.

3. It does not seem to us that damage done

by this transaction can be repaired short of
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physical recovery of the planes. If therefore

hope you will agree to send a telegram to

the High Commissioner asking him to examine

urgently/ the possibility of recovering

them, and if he thinks this impossible to make

alternative proposals. I enclose a draft

nee indicating the lines on which we should

like to approach the High Commissioner.
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28th January, 1943

~ I -- Q

I believe our two .:eaartcnt havo been in cons'ultationon the situation O 
fatod 

6 y the recent sale to a JewishOahrepty in Palestine of 22 Auster aircraft Since thei Nations took a desion on Palestino t:itch hasaroused the whole Arab wrl wehve bevti to
difficulties in Palestine. We are now faced with a sez'ioue ethreat that the United States Govex'xrnt nx lift in famwof the neap the erbaco which they imposed on the 5th

a mOnall ahipumnto of arms to the Middle East. Ifthese effort are to suooeed we rmust be able to show thatwe have not ourSvses offendedby yng either ide inPalestine with equipment of substantial military value. Inthe ease of the Arabs, it is useless 'or u to attemt toinfluence their policy unless they can be radeo o +rel that zwe are doi n note to assist the United Nation and the jqcJewish Agewncy in implemting the plan of partition,

News of the disposal of thbse 21 Austers nunt seea ,oto the Arabe to be a major departure from our pol o,- ofneutrality, and an indication of ro--ionist sympa -;fitis uaelese, so far as ptblio ozn in the Arab Stoaoiscoerned, to explain that the ale occurred owin to a
technical innav~me tenceand I c not anex we sin ofOthe
policy of IHeX. Covermeint.

It does not seeto t the done thtransaction can be repaired chort of xi= recovery of

Thoa Lloyd, K.C..G.
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Cypher.

Distribution :

DIPLOMATIC

Copies to:-

L L U

S<q/rF T i'y

Addressed to.9W....Telegram No.

Repeated for information to Cairo

Jedda, Damascus, Amman, B. 4 E.0U. ,

Your telegram No.60 Cof the

sale of aircraft to a Jewish Comp

It is a fact that 21 AUSTER

39

F948.

- M.

".. ." ."

, Bagdad,

Jerusalem.

25th January;

anyj.

aircraft have

been sold by the British Stores Disposal

mission in the i.iddle East to the Avironf

Palestine Aviation Company.

2. In answering questions on this trans- action

you should point out that a]]. these aircraft

were not only unLirmed( but also unservicable.

Their sale was effected in the open market after

-tificatin- to tender had been sent to Arab

as well as other purchasing concerns, and the

highest tender was accepted.

3. Although the aircraft were not classified
and

as military material,/their sale was not incon-

sistent with our policy of denying military

supplies to either side in Palestine, it is

recognised that the transaction will be

criticised and steps have now been taken to

prevent the transfer of any further aircraft

to either Jews or Arabs in Palestine.

For your own information, N1o spea will be

supplied for the 29. AUSTERS, and no assistance

will be given in servicing them. -the Palestine

Government are s examining the possibility

of withholding flying licenses fr s/
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En clair POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION E
FROK BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Houstoun-Boswall
No 60
5t1anuary, 192.8

4-O

I

28 JA 1948)
D. 12.59 p.m. 25th January, 19.8
R. 1.22 p.m. 25th January, 192.8

Repeated to Jerusalem
Cairo
Jedda
Amman
Bagdad
Damascus
Cairo B.M.E.O.

IWEDIATE

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 60 of
25th Janua repeated to Jerusalem, Cairo, Jedda, Amman,
Bagdad, iscus and B.M.E.O. Cairo.

Following from Agence France rresse is reproduced in
local newspapers of 25th January.

[Begins]

London, 24th January. The London press this morning
discloses that the Jewish Agency have bought 21 two-seater
aircraft from R.A.F. surplus. English Ministry of
Supplies was informed of this transaction too late to
cancel it, Jewish Agency having already taken delivery of
the aircraft from the R.A.F. base in Palestine. [Ends].

2. If, as I expect, this incredible story has no
foundation I hope that it will be denied officially
without delay.°_

Foreign Office only.
my telegram No. 15.

Cairo only.
telegram No. 19.

Please pass to Jerusalem as

Please pass to B.M.E.O. as my

[Copies sent to Colonial Office for repetition
to Jerusalem].
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained y the authorised recipient and not passed a]

Cypher/OIP D
SECRET
E.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO IRUT

ebruary,1948. D. 3.10 a.m. nth February,l918.

Repeated to Cairo No.177
Bagdad No.129.
Jedda No.75
Damascus No.57
Amman No.60
B.M.E.O. Cairo No.103
Jerusalem (via Colonial Office)

IMPORTANT

Addressed to Beirut teleram .7 o Fbru!f
rd ~5eped for Information to a rBagdad Je da,
Dmascus, Amman, B.M.E.0., Jerusalem.

Your telegram No.60 [of the 25th January; sale of
aircraft to a Jewish Company].

It is a fact that 21 AUSTR aircraft have been sold

by the British Stores Disposal Mission in the Middle East
to the Aviren Palestine Aviation Company.

2. In answering questions on this transaction you

should point out that all these aircraft were not only

unarmed, but also unserviceble. Their sale was effected

in the open market after invitations to tender had been

sent to Arab as well as other purchasing concerns, and the

highest tender was accepted. No spares will be supplied
for the AUSTERS, and no assistance will be given in
servicing them.

3. Although the aircraft were not classified as military

material, and their sale was net inconsistent with our policy

of denying military supplies to either side in Palestine,
it is recognised that the transaction will be criticised 

and

steps have now been taken to prevent the transfer of any

further aftoraft to either Jews or Arabs in Palestine. For

your own information the Palestint Government are
examining the possibility of withholding flying licenses
for the AUSTERS.

[Cairo only]. Please pass as my telegram No.10303.
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L.H. z6.

TEI.EORANS: AIRPROD, LONDON.
PHONE : FRANIN 2211.

EL. Extn.3..3...7

Our Ref. .. /...& P/3

Your Ref.. ....

Dear Beeley,

regarding
a copy off

t

9

24" ~ -S.

GrL
MINISTRY OF SUPPLY, /

MILLBANK,

1-60S. W

47 January,1948.

JAN ,34dj
With reference to my letter of the 19th January
the export of aircraft to Palestine, I enclose
a letter of the 23rd January from Shackleton & Co.

I should be glad to have your advice on the nature
of the reply to be sent.

'10 -

----

my letter
I am giving this letter the same circulation as
of the 19th January.

Yours sincerely,

H. Beeley, Esq., C.B.E.,
Eastern Department,

Foreign Office,
5.r.1.
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EL. p

4 W. S. SHAC TON TD.,
lSS.2907 175, Piccadilly,

155.2907London, W.1.Ex. 43/46/Air 3(b).

For the attention of Mr. . Haynes. 23rd January, 1948

HTini stray of Supply,
Millbank, London, S.W.1.

Dear Sirs,

reE'.R:T OF AIRCiRF T O PA2STIW.
.te thank ryou in ackno-rledgi ng receipt of your letter of the 16th

.nstant and note with extreme surprise and regret that you are not prepared 0to grant export Licences in respect of the considerable number of Aircraft,engines and Spare Parts which 1e have bought for export to Plestine.

.Ve are unaware that any official embargo exists on zuch~ exports
and we were under the impression that such orders for civil aircraft, etc.,
would be welcomed by your inistr'- and the Poerd of Trade. Our re resentL tive ̂ ,who had been in dail- touch with these Minist:'ies since January 8th, were
given verbal assurances that these Ex-o't Licences would be available anddates were indicated - "tro or three days ahead", "in twenty four hours",
"by tormorrar ","thi _ ternoon" and so forth.

It seems to us obvious that this unfortunate ccision vst havc
non made as a result of the ,resent tension in: Pletie and that such
Jezision was influenced by the Colonial Office or the Forei n Officr.Unfortunately vie have been given no reason for this decision ad it is possible s2that the officials who made it were unaware of all hc facts, since we haveeot been j4iven an oortunity to state them nor -lid they perhaps knor of
the implications of the present cate.

7 therefore propose to o over sor-e of ,he ma>iu and relevant
-acts involved:-

(1) The aircraft concerned, D.H. TII3R C'3, avro AI:SOI,
Percival PCTC- a. D.H. RA'I', are sentialle obsoletmo
wooden ircraft of pre-wrar design and of low rfor:ance.
..ne- are to be used Por training urposes in P:leSie and the
cannot - an stretch of i-acination be considered as : nthnli t;-
e::cept civil 3ir( raft.

m 10 S 0(2) F/Lt. H.G. Tursz-Fr'edk:ans is the accredited representative of the r- oaoJewish Agency and has been instructed to purchase airraft for the
State of Palestine wherever they may be available. Mc is an ° "ex-R.A.F. officer with considerable flying experience during the warThe Jewish Agency has at its disposal credits in American dollars
((and therefore available for conversion into any forn of currency)for a surd amounting to over 400,000,OOO to be spent over a period
of 12 months. -

(3) F/Lt. Fredkens prefers to buy British because of his association
with the R.A.F., and also on account of the fact that almost
all Jewish pilots, air crews and ground personnel had experience
and training with British aircraft and engines.

(4) F/Lt. Fredkens is authorised to purchase civil aircraft andequipment exceeding £1,000,000 and military aircraft for £3,000 000.If exports of British aircraft are to be stopped, the Jewish Agencyare free to acquire Douglas DAKOTAS now in Frankfurt or they can
purchase aircraft of any kind in America.

They also have been offered fighter aircraft of British manufacturefrom Jugo-Slavia for immediate delivery. If these machines go toPalestine, presumably they will be replaced in the Juco-Slavi
Ar Force by Russdan aeroplanes.

/(5)



The British authorities in Palestine have recently released21 British built AUSTR aircraft lying in Palestine.
This makes a paradoxical position, in that the Auster Compan

in this country would Prisumably notbe erit to exportnew AUSTI~R aircraft to Palestine although he ex tpeoft
aircraft are available in that country from British Governmentsources on the spot.

A complete programme has been drawn up for the operation ofFlying Schools, Civil Airlines and an Air Force in PalestineIf British aircraft are not adopted at the beginning of thenew Jewish State, it seems highly probable to us that Americanor other aircraft will be standardised perhaps for a considerableperiod in the future.

No embargo on the export of British aircraft will stop thentry of aircraft into ?alestinet
/ Lt. Frdkens, is in position to buy machines now in Africa,f n i.de o er parts of the ,Vorld and have themflown in.

The writer has had continuous experience of desininebuioperating and sellinr aircraft since 1916 and has travlv edextensively in the five continents. e are -incidentallle,
the bigestdealers in used aircraft in rope and we snie a tfirst hand the effect of so-cal ed emb rgsaowt e e po t oaircraft to Spain during the Civil 'ar, the Para uayeBort
War, Chinese War and elsewhere.y-livia

We would emphasise, however, that duringthese lars althoughwere in a position to have sold some hundreds of thousand e
pounds' worth of aircraft, at no time did we dso nor ds oe
infringe the regulations in qny sense, unless theo aor' did we
parachute to a Spanish pilot who called on us in London y of one
cash for it could be considered asa breachuof ich andpn

The Palestine authorities had intended that B.O..C. wouldprovide advice in the administration of their AirlinesAlready we understand their attitude has changed nes.will or may already have been given to K.L.te and the contract
Further, if these planes already bought from us arenotaa edto proceed, orders for lorries, ship and s onare talowedalso. be called

F/Lt. Fredkens also arranged for the trainiMessrs. Straight Aviation Trainin Ltd. wniof 24ad en y
arrived here to commence instruction..n hadaead
h'_ris contract will now be cancelled.

Finally, it is to be hoped that on -
points the w-hole position will b onsideran ton of the above
gran ted.et Licences

We shall be ar_:efulttherefore if this letter can be sseed to
of the 16th Januar, <he unfortunate decision Eiven in ;our letter

aie shall be leased o arrange for /Lt. Fredcens to visit youaico.i nfied bo a remresentotiveur te f. tie you wish and togive any further inftome atjoc yuTrish eedndre

Yours faithfully,

For and on behalf of
W.S. S CKLJI, LID.

(Sgd).
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7tk Februay, LA8.

))' |/-7
Flease efrer to your letter 0.8/14 and tzI3?l

of the 27th January, enclosing a ropy fa .letter fros
*hwekletoa and Coma on the ref atsa of their applicetion
to export certain aircraft to alestine.

Tou will new have seen the answer given by the
Minister of Defence in the kdosse ao commons on the 4th
ebrusry to a question on the reent disposal of aircraft

to a Jewish (ompanp in Palestine. Th@ Minister's answer
reads in part as followed:

The ester aircraft recently solc to t-e Viron
?sestine Aviation ctfo y were not only dOilitarised
before disposal, but were all In an anserviseable
cond it ion. Their sa ewas oonsequently not in:consit.nt
with the polley of dnying warlike asterial to both rabs
and ews in ?alestine. inO,* however, it is possible
to adopt civil aircraft for military use, steps have now
been taken to ensure that no British aircraft will pass
into jab or Jerish handed in i.leti ne ao long as there
is danger of civil war in tha t country .

I think it should be sufficient to bring this answer
to' the attention of .'hackeeton and 4 -upany.

I an copying this letter to igas ( olonial 4twie),
coaldry Board of :rade), unnett (Ministry of ivil1
eliatioa), recean yitr Ministry and Ca.rdo (^miralty).

ministry of Seply,
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6000
Mr. Beeley.

Auster Aircraft for
Palestine.

The Private Secretary at No. 10 telephoned
to me this morning about the Foreign Secretary's
minute of the 26th Januarv. After speaking to
you I tried to get No. 10 to incorporate in the
Prime Minister's minute to the Minister of Supply
the phrases you suggested, but unfortunately the
minute had already been despatched last night.
No. 10 feel that the Secretary of State's minute,
which implied that the Auster Aircraft were
covered by the policy directive that arms and
warlike materials should be withheld from Jews
and Arabs in Palestine, was rather misleading to
the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister's minute to the Minister
of Supply was based on the Secretary of State's
minute, and No. 10 feel that it invites a rather
tart reply. They would be glad if we could send
a further miinute to the Prime Minister explaining
that demilitarised aircraft appear to have been
overlooked in the general embargo on the disposal
of warlike stores in Palestine, and suggesting
that thiseould be remedied. If we do not do
something of this kind, they are afraid that there
may be an unnecessarily protracted correspondence
between the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Supply before anything is done. Mg /0 ereU6
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.

January, 19

Mr. Bevin's attention has been wn to

the fact that his minute to the Pri Minister

No. 48/18 of the 26th January, on he subject

of the recent sale of aircraft a Jewish

company in Palestine, might be understood to

in y a criticism of the Min try of Supply

Disposals Mission in the M die East.

2. Mr. Bevin has instr ted me to assure you

that this was not his i tention. He realises

that the Disposals Mi ion deals with material

which is by definiti n not warlike, and which

if it had at one t e been of a warlike

character would ye been demilitarised before

it passed into eir hands. The aircraft in

question were onsequently not covered by the

decision tha all warlike supplies should be

withdrawn f m both Arabs and Jews in Palestine.

3. The p intthet Mr. Bevin wished to make

in his mi ute was that the sale of these air-

craft w nevertheless indistinguishable in

its eff cts from the sale of warlike material

withi the accepted definition of the words,

and at the incident showed that this defin-

iti was not wide enough for the purpose which

H. .G. have in ming.. It is clearly necessary,

i Mr. Beyin's opinion, to extend the strict

upervision which/4eIe exercised during the

present critical period/ over sales of warlike

stores to sales of all material of military

value.

4. I am sending copies of this letter to:
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PALESTINE

I 
1

2 FEE !940J

A Dr t Minute from the Secretaryc State to the

Prime Minister

&44\ )

'4L.,

Rumours appeared in the British Press at the

beginning of this week to the effect that the War

Disposals Board in the Middle East had sold twenty-one

Auster Aircraft (these are two-seater reconnaissance

planes) to a Company controlled by the Jewish Agency for

Palestine. My Department at once requested the Ministry

of Supply to issue instructions that all action on sales

of aircraft should be suspended and a report submitted.

The Ministry of Supply took this action, but have-notye4

elegram arrived too late and the aircraft

have ateady been delivered.a

This sale

is entirely contrary to the policy of His Majesty's

Government, which is to withhold supplies of arms and

all warlike material from both Arabs and Jews in

Palestine. It w -d give rise to serious resentment

against us in Arab countries, and will make it more

difficult for me to dissuade the Arab Governments from

taking precipitate action in Palestine.

In order that similar incidents may be avoided in

the future, I hope you will feel able to issue a

directive to the effect that all transactions involving

the disposal of material of military value 4.-= the

Middle East must in future be cleared personally by the

Minister of Defence, the Secretary of State for the

Colonies and myself (or in my absence you).
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I am sending copies of this minute

o± Defence, the Secretary off State for

the Colonies and the Minister of Supply.

RECEIVED IN C.B.
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5

taking presipitate action in 'alestine.
3. In order thz t siailir insiderts - y be avoided in

the future, I hope you will feel ble to issue a

d iree tive to the effect th t all transactions involving

the disposal of. material of military value for use in

the fiddle East aust in future be cleared personally by

the ti sister of Defence, the Secretary of S.tate for the

Colonies and yself (or in my absence you).

1. I an sending copies of this nimte to the Minister

of defense, the $ecretary of tate for the :olonies and

the Minister of Supply.

26th January, 1968.
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ASTA

Ros appeared in the Driltish press at the

begining of last week to the effect that the gar

Disposals Board in the Middle east had sold twenty-one

Auster Alrorft (these are two-eester reconsisee

planes) to a Company controlled by the Jewish agency

for Palestine. My Departas nt at once requested the

Ministry of supply to issue instruct tions that all action

on sales of aireraft should be suspended, and a re port

submitted. The Ministry of Apply took this action,

but their ttleggas arrived too late, and they now learn

that the aircraft have been delivered.

2. This sale is entirely contrary to the policy of

tis Majesty's Government, which is to withhold supplies

of arms and all warlike meteri l from both Arabs and Jews

in Falestins. It will give rise to serious resent ent

against us in Arab countries, nd will make it zmore

difficult for me to dissuade the Arab Govern ants fro

taking/
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SRI N

MIWISTiJUPLY

My attention ha been drawn to the recent
-ae ... ,... nyoi uer arft ta C...an

controlled by the Jewish Agency for Palestine.
This sala m contrAry to the present policy of

Hi MjatRy's GvrnL, w ihIS to witk .14
supplies of amsan all wr"like atLerial
fros bo e Arbs an Jew3 in Palesti , os.

In order thtsimilar incidents may be
avoided in the future, all transaction involving
the disposal ot material of military value for use
in t e Middle Et should be cleared persondly

wit the Foreign iscretary (or in his absence

ya.1t, the Unister or 4Tene the Cal lal
serstary.

I ...



H6
PRIME MINISiN.

Thank you for yowre minute of 26th .Taary about

the recent salo of 21 Auster fircraft to a company

oontrolled by the Jewish Agency for PAlestine.

This sale wms negoti rated by the ministry of supply' s

Middle Fast Disposatl rganisation based on Ciro which

is responsible for the disposFl of surplus stores in

Palestine. The Services de-militarize a11 r rms before

handing the

so the isp

The Au

o f f e r ed

sold to

recorded 1

reac tion

to

the

if

3m over to this orgais tion for ciispo nl,

osaxl by sil of weapons for yr does not arise.

ester aircraft in Palestine, f'ter being

buyers within &nd without PJ1estine, wore

highest biuer. sir . Ctualinghr has

le opinion tit. thoro need be no undesir blo

it is ra.de known that Arbs hd d inn equal

Ch-1ce of buying. Tb srle by conpotitive tendor of

unrmed light Pircr ft had not previousl;,' been regrrod

as objoctionrblo or contrary to Goveranont policy.

Instructions hive i now bee., issued to onsure tht

n further sales of rircrest tr o pirce in the !"iddle

{ st, and i i rther sur'pluss ro rportod the procedure

lr id down in your minute will be followed.

In (nyition to ,00 loid-c rrying vehi los, the

services ostiente that some ibu, tons of stores in

Prlestine will be declared for dispos.l in the next few

months. These will consist ; mainL,, of engineer stores

(119, .00 tons)), containers (la,:b tons), rnd orcnnce

/ stores
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stAres (4,000 tons) with miscellanous stwes from

the R.A.F.

As all these stores were provided for the use of

the Services, it follows that they all fall within

any literal interpretation of the forula. materiall

of military value". I prosume that no such wide

interpretation is intended, anu that special precautions

are only- desired for weapons, fighting vehicles and

aircraft. If it wore dusired to oasur that n -. e of

the stores pased directly or Indirectly into the

possession of Jews or Arnbs in Prlestina, hardly ny

sales would be possible. Evan if offa7rs were considurod

only from buyers with ad resses outside Palestine. it

would be impossible to ensure thwt the buyors,h iving

acquired the legs 1 proportg in the goo:-, did not hrnd

them over or resoll to persons in 7Plestine. A

cOfl(ition th"t buyers i.unt run1ove tha stores ror

Flestine would be likely to fail in the frce of transport

difficulties alone. It is alrost certain, therefore,

tht a decision to pl.ce severe restrictions upon the

mnnirier of sle would be equivtrlent to a decision thrtt

the surplus stores in Plestine should be destroyed.

The difficult circumstiances in alestine discourge

hopes of satisfactorily disposing of rill the ntoros to

be declared surplus, ad of obtaining a largo rovonue

from their srle. If, therefore, the ini try of Jupply

is to mainttrin its selling effort, Plestino itself Must

be the main outlet, even although external buyers rre

invited to compete.
/I



I eloes a copy of an instruc on athis
mtter which the Ministry of Defence, in conalltaton

with the Forign Office. have sent to wo Genera Hm r.
I msndiri0g copies of this minute to the

Foreign SecretAr , the Mini stap of Dfence, the
Colonial scret ry, the First .ord of the Jabirpltg,
the Secretary of Str te for r and the Secretpg of
tate for Air.

ministry or Jpply.
29th JJ'-[uary,- 1346.
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Cam.

FRO: MINISRY OF DF C1g, 
L.OWON.

TO : H.Q. BRITISH TROOPS. PALATINE.

- 28th Jmr,194.

DEF 715

FollOWing far GeMral Hewer from ecretary&

Ministry of Defence.

nisters3 are greatly concerned by the news that

21 Austers have been disposed of in Pale stine to a

comipanY controlled by the Jewish Agency- It is true

that the Auster is a small and unarmed 'plane. tut the

possession of a score of these by one side when the

other sic shas none may be a major f pctor in the typ

of fighting which we anticipate between the Ar rbs 'nd

o0
Jews in PTLestine.

2. vi also realise that all material which is being

sold by the British stores Disposals Mision is in some

sense of militAry value, and that consequently a

complete prohibition on sales of stores of military .

value in P1oestine would moanpthat the mission could

line hrts o b
not di spose of anything Pt all. lt

drawn between ordinary stores and special supplies

which try effect the military issue nnd th disposal of

which to one side may cause bitter reSetment on the

other.

3. e do not feel able to defin3 this line more

precisely in London, and unst leave it 
to your discretion

and that of the Disposals Mission; with wh

/umierstrad



UndU'stan d $ have already establied liaison. Fe*

yeur guidance however, the sale of these aircraft is

particularly nfrtunate because it is headlined in the

world's press, and because it will consequently add

greatly to the difficulties of the Foreign Secretary who

is trying to dissuade the Arab Governments from inter-

vening directly in Palestine.

4. Please therefore examine the situation in consult-

ation with the Disposals fission, in order to rke sure

that no similar incident occurs during the remaining

period of our withdrawal from Palestine.

b, We are considering separately whether anything

can be done to neutralize the effect of the disposal

of these aircraft to the Jews. Meanwhile they should

be denied all spares and of assistance with servicing.

6. Ministry of supplyy ask that any crtegorios of

material on which a sales embargo is imposed should

no longer be ;declared surplus by the Services in °

Palestine.

TOO 281425,

D.C.O. R.
Foreign Office.
First Sea Lord.
Message Control ,:ar Office.

ChiefofCombined Operations Staff.

Chancellor of the Exche quer.
Secretary of State for colonies.
Minister of Supply.



TOP SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM
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T00530 ..

TATETOD 301940Z

From : MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, LOND1T

BRITISH TROuPS, PALESTINE

30th January,
DEF 719

1948

Following for General Hewer.

My telegram No. DEF 715 of 28th January.

Forei n Office wish me1
that any doubtful cases should
for decision. In view of the
the categories of stores the d
cause political repercussions,
procedure.

CIRCULATION

D.C.O.R.
Foreign office
First Sea Lord
Message Control 4.(
A.M. C. S.
Chief of Combined (
Chance llor of Exchb
Secretary of State
Minister of Supply
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OUT WkOD TELEGRAM

FROM THE -SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

____ - n ~ r

75998/1/'A:
-4 .11

Cypher
+d ".4.

'. ... AJ. T.. )

en t 2ndFeb ruar y,( I- 948,

IMMEDIATE

No. 42 3 ecret

Addrep ted
Repeated

High Cormisiaoner
B.,E.0.No. o

Pt.le t I

Your telegram No ? 190t.

Au8ter arI rat',

oneo Aen' f of disposal of these C irraf, t. n cathe 3Z th. rhavenoold to the Jews via e ad1pue la warfare must seem o t Arba a
depa.urefrompolyRof ne utra~it y adoAcIumi 

d difficult ir the F oreign c . ery t a--
a s.-1. o:,.-,. C r 8Co heldV b1c th'" Aab G v i L;. fi .3; I

''-~

"I vo, thereajr been ask.::,d oemS -th~ p ofbPeoovering these &ircraf.. TTh~J~ ~ Z a L My~ attempt to requii.ion e'dy~,~4'
y e o". .d you mEy coni:der+ thac the risk r en -te Securty forcs In oPen conflict wit the EiaensoverwhelmingaE ob200 ton tc action of' thisU kintd T Ihower .be ggteful forz youth' ear3.y chaeratiins~ cr.PQJ1t..ty o. taking such action~. If actual~ sezrout cof the gusto I should wcome any proposal toa-artion whih wld immobile theal r raf "ithepoanently or (ut8 the Mandate has ermi~ned

d. You would , presume, be able atdras C tiorn against the azx'oaft aShouldevidence that they were being employed fr rquae -1i vitary purpo>ses

once to take
there be

rl4tary or

-arl~ r + 21 -

COpies lent to:..

Foreign offI
ski

Ministry

MAl a try

I,

oru pL

OfCyr ~ jLo

8LC1io8Barente
- Mr. & eele,

- Mr. E dden,

S,~ v .s Ort(,

RegstyTe,
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S , ?o.i J tred t,

3D January,

The Prime Minister has seen the Minister ofSupply's minurteof January 29 about the sale ofAuster Arrf to a comp any controlled by theJewish Agency for Palestine. He has also seenthe copy of a telegram sent by the Ministry ofDefence to Gene ralHewer ,and notes that asatisfactory arrangement seems to have beenreached.

I am sending Copies of this letter toHennker (Foreign Off'ice), Richard Wood (Ministryof Defence), Watson (Colonial Office), Hewertson(Admiralty), Drew (War Office) and Orme (AirMinistry).

" o U. I

L. 
J 1

J.M. Wilson, Esq.,
Ministry of supply,
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w0W
ONE YIl'lTEP -

Desp .5 3Feb.48
Gs(w)1/9226/5

From : War Offico

To

D.T.O.

: C in C ELfF

Tps. Palestino

s&CRE'IUGG81 Gs(w) I

Subject Disposal Stocks Dannort Wire on Evacuation Palostino

45089 .SD1B of 8 Jan 48

. Ref your

. Wo have no objection to local disposal as

suggested but in view of Jinister of Defencc' tologra DEF 715 of 28

Jan to Palestine only for Gon .ral Iover consider you should consult

latter who is responsible for supervising; disposal of stores in

Palestine in accordance with HLG policy

IMPORTAN T. Copies sto:

DD10D (A)
Col GS(w)
DER
iv1 ,4.
GS( )1

Message

Q(AE) 2,5
ESI
Ord 1 ,7(2)
IvDOF
IVfOF(R).

Control

Info : HQ Brit.

Feb.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should "ret ained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/7yP DEPARTMSNTAL

FROIL JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Ir. Trott D, 10. 30 a.m. 4th February,1948.
No. 55
3dFebruary,1948. R. 10. 37 a.m. 4th February,1948.L

Repeated to Arab posts
Jerusalem
British iiiddle East Office Cairo -E I (

I PORTANT

Addressed to Forei n Office telegram No. 55 Februar
3rdrepeaeatoAra poss,Jerusaemand Britis UdN
East Office Cairo

Beirut telegram No. 60 to you.

Official in charge of inistry of Foreign Affairs cameto see me late on the evening of February 1st and enquiredabout this report which he said had come to the notice ofthe King. He asked whether this meant that we had aband-oned our policy of neutrality. As I had not at that time
seen Jerusalem telegram No. 207 to Beirut (191 to the
Colonial Office) I said I would enquire into the truth or
otherwise of the report.

2. During my interview with Amir Faisal on February 4th°0
I gave him the factual information contained in Jerusalem
telegram which clearly could not be concealed. He was
obviously perturbed at the occurrance and not at all
mollified about the fact that aircraft are not warlike stores.

Cairo please pass British Middle.East Office Cairo as mytelegram No. 22.
[Copy sent to iJ4E. Secretariat] 4.

?22aor
-4W
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*- W 0r

Cyphor/TP POLITICAL DISTaEpUTENE 
-4

FRM 9IJ YRK1 FORiIGN OFIAN

(Fram United Kingdom Delegation to the Unet0t001iti)

D. 12.10 a.m. 5th Februazy.1968
4th February,1948 R. 8.15 a.m. 5th February,1948

Repeated to Washingten

dAddressed to Foreiznoffice tale r eNo 4OS
4th Fe Druary repeated to Washington.

Your telegram No. 416 to Washingten.

In consultation with B.I.8. we have done whatwe can to secure publcity for the rp)ycontained inour telegram No. 1 to W.shington It is only fair__
to report however that the uent was received b

many if the press at United Nations headquarters vth0utnonealed amusement especially last sentence.
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BRITISH AVIATION HWREAU,
15, Craven Street,

Strand, W.C.2.

29th January, 1948.

Ministry Of Supply,
Aircraft Section,

Thames House,
Millbank, S.W.1.

Dear Sirs,

Attention Mr.1Dickon.

We herewith wish to apply for an Export Licence to
export ten Miles Aeroans - civil freight aircraft, fromthis country for our clients the General Council for JewishAviation in Palestine (The Aviron Company).

We have been promised a delivery date from Miles AircraftLtd., of eight weeks. Therefore if you would be kind enoughto expedite this Export Licence we would esteem it a favour.

As you are probably aware the Aerovan is purely a smallcivil twin engined freighter with a payload of some 1,500 lbs.which the above Company wish to purchase for the movement offreight from place to place in Palestine.

Yours faithfully,
BRITISH AVIATION BUREAU.

(Sgd) E.B.H. HAIL. -
Managing Director.
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L.H. :6.

R Ai'Amnor, LONDO.
PHONE: FRuAnLI 2211.

EL Extn.-33.17

v. a

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY, -'

I . 7(:
Our Ref. ........ .& Exp

Your Ref. ......

3 rry,1948.
5

MILLBANK.w

a 1 S.W.IIm

Dear Begley,

I enclose a copy of a letter of the 29th January
from the British Aviation Bureau from which you will note
that this concern wish to apply for export licences for ten
Miles Aerovans for Palestine.

The Aerovan is a snall freighter or passenger
aircraft, powered by two 155 H.P. Blackburn Cirrus Major
engines. It can carry approximately one ton of freight or
nine passengers and is a purely civil type.

I feel that, if the export of any aircraft to
Palestine is to be permitted at the present time, this is one
of the types to which no objections should be raised, since
it cannot be regarded as a type adaptable for combat or
training purposes.

I should be grateful for your comments.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Higharn(c.Ro.), Couldry Board of Trade), Dunnett (M.V.A.), Wing
Commander Freeman (Air Ministry) and Cardo (Admiralty).

Yours sincerely,

/ 1 1i

H. Beeley, Esq., C.B.E.,
Eastern Department,

Foreign Office,
London, S.W.1.
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Y fs& 0 sncj,

1th jbruary, 19o..

1 sss.efer, to roar letter "o. *Wlq ad be/A1r 3(b of the 5rt ?ebruter, no omand epy
appliestlem tro the British Avietion Ies for 11eeneto export certain aireraft to Palestine.

As I es sted in o letter ge o. l Gs,/Ma/a1 tf the7th "brurmy, it see ers ttieleat to sfear thiseandstailar eaqsries, until the danger r the reality ottlvi wr in Palestine has paisee by qotig the replygiven to ir Joetyn aemir in the ouem eof mthe 4th Yebr a&ry, in the Orse of whish the Kinistryof efenee said that no British airraft would beallowed to pas. into .rab or Jewish bande in alestine.

1 an Capring

'ouldry (Bloar'd o
tnis letter to 4 ighe t-olonal ffios,
ir.de) R n-tt (Inistry of tlvi

( i r s inistry) and Cardo (n aral ty).
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Minutes.

DISPOSAL CF AMERICAN LEND-LEASE AIRCRAFT TO
PALEST INE

This may easily turn out to be quiteas tricky a case as that of the Austers.
Unfortunately, the attached telegram from
the 2.A.F. Headquarters in the Middle East
is not at all clear. I have asked Mr. Low
to send a most immediate telegram inquiring:-

1. How many aircraft are involved,

2. iihere they are,

3. whether they are serviceable,

4. How far the act of transfer to
United States authorities has

the
cone.

Mr. Low recognised that whatever mightbe the legal ownership of the aircraft, webear the responsibility in local opinion for
their disposal if they are seen being taken
away from R. A. F. airfields like the Austers.
I suggested that we :aight have to try andarrange to deliver them elsewhere to the
Americans and fly them away from Palestine
for this purpose. This, however, depends onwhether they are serviceable and whether the
R. A..F. can spare the pilots to fly them: away.
I pointed out to La. Low that in a matter ofthis ia ortance it night be necessary for theCabinet to direct the Air Force to provide thenecessary personnel.

I have also asked Mr. Low to instruct
L.iddle East to hold up any action in regardto the transfer or disposal of these aircraft
until they receive further instructionsjwhen
the matter has been considered here in the
light of their further report.

J. G.ebeith.6th February, 1948.
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A.M. Form 1700

'C

r - )Wtim s-Us p. a4re TUs.

WARNING.-This cypher message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to publish

its text or to communicate it to persons otieBiiho ntdSae
Government Services and Departments. Messages marked "One-Time Pad

or "O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.

"I

CYPHER

t

I

m FF- 94
(Recd Re;irtry Tlclcras 6th Janua7,'1

Fr:..:- HQ RF JED/; .E..

Air Ministry, L .

QX.3835 /4th February.

IPCORTaNT.
SE CRE T.

Exclusive f 2r .. S. 0. From ,n .

Your OX.1489 28tn January.

Disp asal Af buster aircraft was effected in

accordance with instructions receivcx in Air Ministry, Lufndn. n.Sinal

005260 20th May, 194.7 (.) Dtails 'f aircraft, t tetner with lDcatin n

cnanditicon were furnishedQJ t..) British dtirs iep asal rissian in this

Hoadquartors MED/K.E. /576581/8/4+A 9th July, 4.7 (.)
lair inistry was ruminud J in this HeIdqu rters sign-l QX.394-6 dated 8th

Octabcr 47 that all Auster V ri11 in E ypt and Levant had been submitted to

British stares disposal mission i ;r sale.

2 No action was taken by tni.s Helq:arters rogarding

limitation of canditi:ns of sal'., S it Was as ui 1d t&.t this wais entirely tiLJ

responsibility :f the Ministry .f upt ly.

3. Tncr are now eleven Lacdstars and fifteen

Dakota IV aircraft in offe.r fir surrender t the U.S. Faroi n Liquiati::n

C.mmissi-ner Cairo, in accirdance with .ir Ministry Instructions (.)

British embassy are apprehensive as t: possible purchasers of these
aircraft and are apprsaching Foreign Office. Is ay action required to

restrict the disposal f those aircraft 3r is this purely a matter of

rerican Cuncorn.
Tire af criin. 040621. Cupies t) :AEiSO (ctin 2 cpie)

Recirculated Registry Toler s 9th February, 194+3. Author-ty r /j1,i:. .

Capics tc :- 1. lu. S.0. (Action) (2 co:npes)

3.6.
PS/ S A-f'
PS/VCi.S

CA S(2J) (2 c = i-a)
D Plc () ( 2 crios)
D.D.O.(I)
D.O. IFic)

S. 9. (s)
Foreign Office (M 3Sett 2tephens).
COulni.1 Offico (.r. F rmoy).

Note.-In the interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used.
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A.M. Form 1700

SECRET
WARNING.-This cypher message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to publishits text or to communicate it to persons outside British GovernmentServices and Departments. Messages marked One-Time Pad : " O.T.P."are excepted from this rule.

P. 0
KX.10870.

(Recd. Regy. Tel:. 7th February 194.8)

FRM:- HQ. NED.M.E.

AIR MINISTI, LCNDC N .

IMPC'CRTANT.

AIX.275. February 7th.

Your AX.1631 4 Feb.

A)
B)
C(
D)

11 Lodestars(?) and 15 Dakotas
Aircraft in Maintenance Units in Egypt
Aircraft can easily be made serviceable to fly awayAircraft have been offered to Americans under Lease
Lend agreement for disposal of equipment, and they
have indicated that they wish to dispose of these
aircraft themselves. Nothing known here about
Dollar expenditure involved in re-possessing, but in
this connection suggest you consult AMSO. See also
this H.Q. Signal Q.3835 of 4 Feb. exclusive for AMSO.
from A.O.A.

Once aircraft are sold, RAF. have no further control over
and delaying tactics would be difficult.

Time of origin C70930Z.
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Registry

No.[ c161ff 3

Confidential.

JGB

Draft.

WASiING

8Z3
I

Telegram.

N o........ a..o..-

(Date) . ...

Repeat to

.M.E.O. /5-o

/Bmbassy Cairo

w. d

1

i

1

Distribution . -

Departiaental

WU wt 4

Copies to

Air
(Mr .

ui is try
W. Green)

I
I

11th Februry,

F.O..

.M.

I

Addressed

Repeated

Confidential.

11 Lodestare and 15 Dakotas, at present

in British Maintenance Units in Egypt, have been

offered to the U.S. Field Liquidation Office

under lease-lend agreement for disposal of

equipment anc the Liquidation Office have

intimated that they wish to dispose of these

aircraft themselves -" ee e Aircraf t could

easily be made serviceable .. In view of the

import of preventing their sa for use in

Palestine, R-A.F. Headquarters Midle East have

been instructed to delay their transfer for

14 days repeat 14 days in order that you should

be able to give adequate advance notice to the

State Depa tent( " 
,A *9-r1

2. P ease ask the State Department for

assurance that these aircraft will not be

disposed of for use in Palestine. For your

inf orma tion it would be virtually impossible for

us to prevent their /even i "e were

willing to accept the necessary dollar

expenditure. We assume, however, that U.S.

Govt. will agree to take the necessary

prec autions/

Desp che d
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JGSB

Draft.

W.W. Green,
Air Ministry,

Bush House.

-,

I

L1

IL

1.,4h February, 1948;

N

t

C.

C

0

-I,

Dear Green,

We have now seen Midcle East

Headquarters' telegram AIX 275 of February 7

about lend-lease Lodestaro and Dakotas which are

due to be handed back to the U.S. Field

Liquidation Office in Egypt.

As I explained to you on the telephone,

H.M.G. and the U-8. Govt. are in constant touch

on the subject of preventing material of

military value from entering Palestine. We

are very anxious for our part to avoid any

repetition of the Auster case ana it is of

great importance that these more serviceable

aircraft should not reach Palestine through

any action of ours.

Now that your Minis try have ins truc teu

Headquarters Midale East to delay the transfer

of these aircraft for 14 days, we shall be able

to give the U.S. authorities sufficient advance

warning for the responsibility of 12:25 disposal

to be placed squarely on their shoulders.

I enclose a copy of the telegram we are sending

to Washington
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FOREIGN OFFICE ,3,.W. 1.

13th February, 1948.
(n 1961/648/31)

CONF IENT IAL

Dear Green,

We have now seen Middle East Headquarters'telegram AIX 275 of the 7th February about lendLodestars and Dakotas which are due to be handedlease
to the United States Field reiqidaton Office in Egp

As ' explained to you on the telephone, HisM jes ty's Governmnt and the United States Governenare in constant touch on the subject of preventingmaterial of military value from entering paetine
of theryanxi case and part to avoid any repetition
otheure r service it is of great importance thatthee r~reaerioable aircraft should not reachPalestine through any action of ours.

Now that your Ministry have instructed HeadquartersMiddle Enst to delay the transfer of these aircraft forfourteen days, we shall be able to give the United Statesauthorities sufficient advance warning for theresponsibility of disposal b plac edsquarely on theirshoulders. I enclose a copy of the telegram we aresending to Washington,.

W.W. Green, Esq.,
Air Ministry.
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Cypher /c0TP PAaggA
E 196/648/51
Confident ial

FROM FOREIGN WFgICE TO iA I TC

7D. 8.40 p.m. 12th February, 1948eruary, 1948

Repeated to British Middle East Office No. 150
Cairo No. 240
United Kingdom Delegation New York No. 641

]IIT ORT4p1

COEFIDENTIAL -

dressed to Washington tele am No. 1759 of 12th L
February repeat orinarmaton aos

ke, Cairo (Embassy) and United Kingdomi Delegation NewYork.mi

11 Lodestars and 15 Dakotas, at present in Britishmaintenance Units in Egypt, have been offered to theUnited States Field Liquidation Office under lease-lend
agreement for disposal of equipment and the Liquidation
Office have intimated that they wish to d ispose of theseaircraft themselves. Aircraft could easily be madeserviosable. In view of the importance of preventing
their sole for Arab or Jewish military use in Palestine,R.A.F. Headquarters Middle East have been instructed todelay their transfer for 14days (repeat 14 days) in order 

__that you should be able to give adequate advance notice
to the State Department (in case. they have not already
got the facts).

o ZmCo Z2. Please ask the State Department for assurance
that these aircraft will not be disposed of for use inPalestine. For your information, it would be virtually
impossible for us to prevent their return to United States
ownership even if we were willing to accept the necessarydollar expenditure. WTe assume, however, that United StatesGovernment will agree to take the necessary precautionsin disposing of the aircraft. If not it would have to bemade clear that, after the 14 days' delay has elapsed,
the responsibility for their disposal is entirely imerican.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat].
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Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC.

FROM JEDDA TO FORIGN OFFICE.
Mr. Trott.

14th Februar
19

. 5.00 p.m. 14th February, 1948.
R. Q.55 p.m. 14th February, 1948,
.C..) /

Repeated to Jerusalem and avi to 1,
Damascus, Cai . B &$gh eEast Office Cam Amyaam -r cAdad.

CONFIDENTIAL.

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram
No. 72 of February 14th, repeated for
information to Jerusalem and Saving toBeirut, Damascus, Cairo, British Middle EastOffice Cairo, Amman and Bagdad.

Your telegram No. 72 to eirut:
aircraft. Auster

In conversation on February 9th withofficial temporarily in charge of Ministryof Foreign Affairs, I referred to theseaircraft and informed his that they wereunserviceable and that the Government ofPalestine were providing no facilities fortheir repair.
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(UX
You

about th
Company,

I"
wrote to me on

e recent 4a f 8
in Palesti:-

COLONIAL OFFICE,

CHURCH HOUSE,

GREAT SMITH STREET, S.W.1.

19ti February,1948.

th of January
rcraft to a Jewish

2. You will have seen from the Hig
Commissioner'stelegram No.302 in reply to our
telegram No.423 (further copies of which are
enclosed) that the repercussions of that sale
upon the security situation in Palestine are not
likely to be as serious as had been feared.

3. You will see that the High Commissioner
considers that any attempt short of the use of
force, to recover them would be unlikely to be
successful, and that the General Officer Commanding
is in fact unwilling to contemplate the use of
force though if definite evidence should be
forthcoming that the aircraft are being employed
for military or quasi-military purposes the General
Officer Commanding would be prepared to take all
necessary action.

4. While I fully appreciate your apprehensions
about the probable effect of this sale in the
United States and in the Arab countries I do not
feel that we can press the High Commissioner
further to take action to recover these aircraft.

5. I hope that the statement recently made
by

Sir Crme Sargent,
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S vMT.

RE

by the Minister of Defence that no further sales of
aircraft are to be rmitted will go far to reassure
the Arab countries hat no deviation from His
Majesty's Governmen policyy in Palestine is implied
or contemplated.

6. So far as we are aware,
further repercussions and, sub
propose now to let the matter

there have 1
ject to your
rest.

been no
views, we
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

FROM THE SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR THE COLONIES

759938/1/ 4 (

-epeatenci
Hagh Ccmsasi owner Palestine.
EKA 4 . De) No. 34

.; . - "" _ he~~a ao'raf ;. it parti( .

ol off Jewa planes adapted:
Ga d re s iseemn to the Ara8ba e mlad.et?o n a ad't l COr t Foregn SeoL'etszy to argue sou or t1 holdbak the te U.8, emObahego on suppliesoV~ v .1to ho dbaok the Arb Goveay r:n v 1 tram pn 'Anterven tt on In Palestine, u Gvrne t ropen

the possibil a fthereore been based to examine urgentigtta . aw r p iltha o e j~these a 1^craX 1 w4I em, atafculy aware that any attempt toaequ srraf, O p gamofi ySquire r theise se thm e be btory reasenteby the Jews, and you may consider that e hitter esentethe Seourty Foroe in ope aonr t the rima of embroiliovenrwheinng objaeOtion to action o thh the Hagana is'a
however, be grateful foryure t skintde I Shouldf

poWsbiety of tan or your early observation n the
out of the question so haotion If actual seizure is

ao tion which would immb I dwte tce anyproposalsfor
perm anently or untol the ina has terminxat
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

Cypher(0.T 4 P,)

R LESTIE (v n ir A, Cunningham)

D.,6th F ebruury 194

6a.o " . 130 hc

Addrernaed to~; s3. of s,AdReeated torB.,o, No,. 2L

Your' elegrai No. 42 repeated to B.M.EaO0: o,

Aust'er Aircraft,

The 20 Austers in question were purchased disr.ted.caand e ar w-'vin Tel Avive One Oxford, unserviceable, is stillat Aguit. It Is Improbable that any atteript, short of u ofU
force te recover t.hem would be successful, and I do notconsider that use of force in this case would be eitheradv-isable or justified. The GOC0. I in fact unilling to
contemplate auch a course,

2 I aa informed that of 20 Austere authoriae4, f;7mao; might be made serviceable (3 days ago nnoe wereoervioeable) As regards the statement that- planes areadaptedd for uase in guerilla warfare" I would only ay 0they aro articles which cen be purchased by .ny oivilian t.t ropen r ket, and are no more adapted for guerilla
arf'aee than i m, say an Auestin seven or a bicycle, Thy

local air authorities consider that .t is unlikely that teaycould be used effectively for offensive purposes.

The Director of Civil Aviation is aakiing the ioewish -Agency to store these aircraft in hangars at Lydda Airrpoinuntil termination of Mandate (the Agenoy has already given mhim a verbal undertaking that machines shall not beassembled for the time being),a CDwro

The aircraft cannot legally fly unless they obtain
certificates c? airworthiness which are given by Air
Registration Board in Cairo or the advice of Director of
Civil Aviation and will be withheld.

50 The machines were purchased by Aviron Ltd. which.is about to be absorbed by Palestine Airways; the latterconcern is controlled by Rutenberg who, in conversation with
Director of Civil Aviation,,has expressed himself an
strongly opposed to employment of aircraft for any unu''. raised
purpose.

6f f, in the face of all these obstacles, Agency
ohoul d'cido. to use aircraft illegitiastely, they cuuld vtS Tern fr; LYddsHai a en Thl Aviv; and it is unlikely
that t .the)y uld aused fr-m any other airfield, but could

/of courqi
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8/I and /s71

2L February 1948.

Dear Mr. Beard,

I M witing in confirmation of our recent
telephone eanver satin concerning your eport lisence
application for aircraft destined for Palestine.

In this ecanection I have to draw your attention
to a statement made in the House of Comens by the
Minister of Defence on the 4th February. The relevant
part reads as follows:

"Since it is possible to adapt civil aircraft
for military use, steps have now been taken to
ensure that no British aircraft will pass into
Arab and Jewish hands in Palestine so long as
there is danger of civil war in that country'.

You will appreciate that in the circumstances your
application cannot be granted at the present time.

Yours sincerely,

J.H.C.Beard Esq.,
W.O0.8hackleton Ltd. ,

175 Pisocadilly,
London, W. 1.
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Tufton
Beamish
7th April
8th "t

13 r: 4Y6 '9q3
I

Use of Auster aircraft by Jews in Palestine.

Ma o T to Beas asked Minister of Defence
whether he is aware that a number of Auster aircraft
have been used by the Jews in Palestine for bombing
etc against the Arabs; whether these aircraft were
obtained from British sources; and whether owners
of these and other a~lmraft obtained from British
sources will be allowed to retain them.

Alexander, Is informed that one aircraft believed
to be an Auster, was recently employed by the Jews
in operations against the Arabs. The source from
which this aircraft was obtained is not at present
known, enquiries .are being mad&
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PAR!L'" auNTARY

QUESTON. (
Auster Aircraft, Palestine

31. Major Tufton Beamish asked the
Minister of Defence whether he is aware
that a number of Auster aircraft have
been used by the Jews in Palestine for
bombing, machine-gunning and recon-
naissance purposes against the Arabs;
whether these aircraft were obtained from
British sources; and whether it is his in-
tention to allow these and other aircraft
obtained from British sources to be
retained by their present owners.

Mr. Alexander: I am informed that one
light aircraft, believed to be an Auster,
was recently employed by the Jews in
operations against the Arabs in Palestine.
The source from which this aircraft was
obtained is not known at present, but I
am having further inquiries made.

Major Beamish: Does the right hon.
Gentleman recollect that, as recently as
4th February, he claimed that the sale
of these Auster aircraft was not incon-
sistent with the policy of denying warlike
material to both Arabs and Jews, and
that he went on to describe these aircraft
as non-military stores? May I ask
whether these are still his views? 

CO
Mr. Alexander: As I have said, I am

having inquiries made into this particular
aircraft. In this case, it did not enable
the Jews to make their operations success-
ful. What I said on 4th February was
that these aircraft, which had been de- m m
militarised and all of which were un- o
serviceable, had been sold by open v
tender, and it was open to either side
to buy them. [Interruption.] I gave that_
information. I am not sure what all the
trouble is about. We gave orders that
no further aeroplanes should be supplied.

7 APR 1948
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Parliamentary Question J
* 43. Major Tufton Beamish,-To ask the Minister of Defence, whether he4awa at m
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gunning and reconnaissance purposes against the Arabs; whether these aircrnthe

obtained from British sources-. and whether it is his intention to allow these and
aircraft obtained from British sources to be retained by their present owners.
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3 1.

Auster Aircraft, Palestine
31. Major Tufton Beamish asked the

Minister of Defence whether he is aware
that a number of Auster aircraft have
been used by the Jews in Palestine for
bombing, machine-gunning and recon-
naissance purposes against the Arabs;
whether these aircraft were obtained from
British sources; and whether it is his in-
tention to allow these and other aircraft
obtained from British sources to be
retained by their present owners.

Mr. Alexander: I am informed that one
light aircraft, believed to be an Auster,
was recently employed by the Jews in
operations against the Arabs in Palestine.
The source from which this aircraft was
obtained is not known at present, but I
am having further inquiries made.

Major Beamish: Does the right hon.
Gentleman recollect that, as recently as
4th February, he claimed that the sale
of these Auster aircraft was not incon-
sistent with the policy of denying warlike
material to both Arabs and Jews, and
that he went on to describe these aircraft
as non-military stores? May I ask
whether these are still his views?

Mr. Alexander: As I have said, I am
having inquiries made into this particular
aircraft. In this case, it did not enable
the Jews to make their operations success-
ful. What I said on 4th February was
that these aircraft, which had been de-
militarised and all of which were un-
serviceable, had been sold by open
tender, and it was open to either side
to buy them. [Interruption.] I gave that
information. I am not sure what all the
trouble is about. We gave orders that
no further aeroplanes should be supplied.
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* 43. Major Tufton Beamish,-To ask the Minister of Defence, whether he is aware that a
number of Auster Aircraft have been used by the Jews in Palestine for bombing, machine-
gunning and reconnaissance purposes against the Arabs ; whether these aircraft were
obtained from British sources ; and whether it is his intention to allow these and other
aircraft obtained from British sources to be retained by their present owners. *

7.m-. 4.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DRAFT

I am informed that

REPLY.

one light aircraft

believed to be an Auster was recently

employed by the Jews in operations against

the Arabs in Palestine. The source

from which this aircraft was obtained is

not known at present, but I am having

further enquiries
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concurrence.

C

m~

WTI
0

v-I

o=

0

c
0

10

m

0
N

m

C)

m

C

i )

D.,

0

C)

-1

C)

0
c-

--4

--4
0

C)

C00

7'

Cfh



I E5560/648/31

FROM Parliamentary
Question

TUFTON BEdJISI

28.4.48.
3.5.48*.

Last Paper

References

(Print)

(Hew diiposed ef)

(Action
oom leted)

Next Paper

so9

I'3

I.
ted

(-' f

Arcra't used b the Jews against the Arabs in
.. Mae. Tufton Beaish asked the

sister of Defence whether he had comiple ted hisngaLiries regarding the use by the Jews in operation
against the waras in Ualestine of one or more lightaircraft: the source front which such aircraft G was
b te±ed , and if he iould imake a statement.
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W m
Parliamentary Question

*121. Major Tufton Beamish,-To ask the Minister of Defence, whether he has now completed hisinquiries regarding the use by the Jews in operations against the Arabs in Palestineof one 
C

or more light aircraft ; the source from which such aircraft were obtained ; and if he will -make a statement. [Wednesday 28th April.] 
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RECEIVED IN C.B.

8 "10 DEP.
Aircraft

46. Major Beamish asked the Minister
of Defence whether he has now completed
his inquiries regarding the use by theJews in operations against the Arabs inPalestine of one or more light aircraft;
the source from which such aircraft wereobtained; and if he will make a statement.

The Minister of Defence (Mr.Alexander): It has not been possible toestablish the identity or the origin of theaircraft to which I referred in my replyto the hon. and gallant Gentleman's Ques-tion on 7th April. As he is no doubt
aware, a light aircraft of a type similar tothe Auster was shot down by British forces
near Kefar Etzion on 12th April.

Major Beamish: Does it follow from the
Minister's reply that he agrees that it was
a mistake that these Auster aircraft were
sold to either faction in Palestine, and is
it a mistake that will not be repeated in
the future?

Mr. Alexander: I have already told
hon. and gallant Member that an orderly
gone out that no more planes should
sold, and that has been carried out
the last three months.
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TEmRAM EN CLJR.

(Recd. Regy. Tel;

53604.

0 iM1 Yi948

lEn. MALTA.

1 .
}

\,i

AIR MINISTRY, LONDON.

HQ. RPF. MED.M.E., NICCSIA/ATTN. 1HQ.

IMMEDIATE.

A.198.

(U) ANT - LUQA. gyED

UNCLASSIFIED.

May 1 4.th.

Ref A.M. signal AP.23 May 12. Signal received here
from Foreign Office states that essential Halton should not (R) not
land at Ramat David today. The aircraft Halton ZSBTL. has not (R)
landed at Malta whereabouts unknrmin.

Time of origin 1.1OOOZ.
COPIES TO:-

D.D.i.S.T.0.
S.6.
D.D.

(Action) (2 copies)

of Pol. S.2.

p

i
M.C.A. Rogy. Tels. 2 copies for A.S.G.1.
Colonial Office 3 copies for (Mr. Bigg, Mr. Vile)
Foreign Office 2 copies for (mr. Edden).,-

1.2354. 12 INay appears to refer.
25 MAY I43
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TELEGI.7 EN CLAIR. AP. 2917.

(Desp. Regy. Tels. 13th May 1948)

IR MINISTRY,

i iQ. MJLlTA.

IE.EATED: -

LCNDCN.

Pi. MED.M.E.

IMPCZTANT. UNCLASSIFIED.

AP.2917. may 19th.

Your ;S.198 May 14th. Informed today that flight of
IHA.LTUa cancelled. Ren'ret inconvenience.

Tine of origin 1219152.

A.S.T. C. 2. (crig.)
D.D.A.S.T. C.

of pol. A.S.2.
M.C.A. Regy. Te
Colonial Cffice
Foreign Cffice

A.M. File No.

ls. 2 copies for (A.S.G.1
(Mr. Bigg and Mr. Vile)

(Pr. Eden) (2 copies)

DAST 3/1C2
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(3 Cc'pies)
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(Dcsp.I istry Tloerams May

C?

20th, 1948),

lir >inistry, London.
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.. 2uu. >ay 20th, 1940.
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A .M . Form 1700 007 Wt. 4AM i.-OI s m( sorts' 34 GS.St. G Gp62U 1 C )S.

* CYPHER MESSAGE N~
WARNING.-This cypher message must first be paraphrased if it is necessary to publish

its text or to communicate It to persons outside British or United States
Government Services and Departments. Messages marked "One-Time Pad" - -YI
or "O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.

PH. KX.12995.

(Recd. Regy. Tels. 21st May 1948)

FRaj:- HQ. Ri. HED.M.E.

TO- iJR MINISTRY, LCNDON.

REPE.LTIED:- 12W. LEV.NT (1JWvA NCED).

DMMEJIKDATE. SECRET.

ACx.1698 (or 1028?). May 21st.

1 *Your A'P.3286 May 20 refers. Regret delay in replying
para.2 your AP.3031 May 12. Raiat David v.ill be closed with effect
from May 24 repeat May 24. Only airfield with R'F facilities available ___

after this date will be Haifa which can accept light aircraft only.

2. No objection Alpha Airways aircraft landing Rrnnat David0
Hay 22nd but emphasize no refuelling facilities available.

Time of origin 210740Z.°"
COPIES TO:-

D.D.A.S.T.O. (action) (2 copies)
S.6. 0-,s M

D.D. P ol. (1,S) 2, zx

Foreign Office (1r. Eddon)
Colonial Office (Mr. Vile, Mr. Biggs)
M.C.A. Regy. Tels. 2 copies A.S.G..1.-

(r -

Note.-In the interests of economy, both sides of this sheet should be used.



0

40

Registry
Number E6893/648/31

TELEGRAM FROM
Mr Dixon PRAGUE

No. 5 8 8 -SECET

Dated

Received
in Registry

May 20,1948

May 25,1948

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

(Action Ind
completed.)

5r h4t .?

E

Supply of

Mes sage
Prague.

Czechoslovak
to Palestine
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for the Air Ministry from Air Attache

It is reporte
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..This telegram
retained by the

is of particular secrecy and uld be
authorised recipient and not passed onj

Cypher/OTP

FROM PaGUE

Mr Dixon
No ,88

ay,1948.

TO FOREIGN OFFICE

D. 2. 54 p.m. 20th iy,1948.

20th May,1948.

Please pass the
Air Attache Prague as

following to
his telegram

the Air Ministy for
No.79 of May 19th.

Secret.

1. Unconfirmed report that number of Czechoslovak
aircraft of unspecified types have recently been flown
to Palestine by Jewish and foreign pilots. The number
125 was mentioned but possibly an exaggeration. Possible
that 25/26 Siebel aircraft at Plzen reported in A.A. 175/48
of April 22nd were being prepared for despatch. Also
rumour that Sieber were being modified for dive bombing
(paragraph 2 A188/48 April 29th refers) might have
referred to preparation for use in Palestine.

2. Possible partial or complete
is delivering E',E.109 to Pale .tine
which was referred to in paragraph
April 14th.

5. Request enquiries
aircraft reinforcements

4. jgp.undec.
"Foreign Office"

222

be made to find
have arrived in

explanation of report
the rumoured sale of
4 of AA158/48 of

out if any
Pale tine.

Infonation grade ~ .undec
repeat " reign .
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1 TsWl act pssed

Cyphe/oTP

SANGORA TO REoiI oIcE

'4th May, 1948.

Repeated to:

amPQRTAN

D. 9.50 a.u. 24th May, 1948.

R.11.08 a.m. 4th May, 1948.

Q. AA Te a

e/ fLo , repeated H.Q. R.A.F.

(Air Minisy please pass to H.Q. R.A.F. eG4/fl)
from Air Attat Angora,

Telegram No. A179 May 24th.

Your AIIS87 of May 21st.

Have no intorntion.

My opinion is that there is little chanoe fircra tcrews, bombs,, -t cetera leaving Turkey for Palestine
Jews. u

T.O.O. 220916Z.
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[This telegram is of particular seoreoy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and get passed on]

CypherAbfl AI MIIT1DISTlIBTION

FROM PARIS TO tREI GN OFFIQ

Sir 0. Harvey
e-4 737

" , 1948
D: 2.54 p.m. 51st May, 1948
R: 2.56 p.m. 51st May, 1948

Please pass to Air Ministry.

IhN

0
A100 51st May froe.Air Attaohe Paris.

No infermaties available from Military sources on
aircraft staging through France for the Jewish cause in
Palestine. Enquiries being ande through civil. Air Attaohd.
Will advise results. Request source your report and names
of airfields at Paris and Marsilles.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

CypherA)TP AR MINISI1RY DISTRIBUTION

OM PRAGUE TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Dixon

12th June, 1948.

D. 10.0 a.m. 12th June,1948.

R. 11.55 a.m. 12th June,1948.

mm pj
Please pass to Air Ministry from Air AttachE

Prague as his telegram No. 94 of June 11th.

For Air Ministry A.F.L.I.

French Military AttachE has had a report from
a source which he claimed reliable that 70 Jews are
bei trained on Arado 96 aircraft at CeskeBade vice. Source also reports that Czechoslovaks
are ying to sell Arado g6and other aircraft to
Israel.
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[This tole xis of particular seoregq and sioul beretained the authorised recipientW an not passed c 1]

CYPHER/OTP MSTRIBUTI

1MU RQIE TO FOREIGN C(FICE

Sir V Mllet.
No. L
16th June, 1948.

D: 10.02

R: 11.50

am. 18th June, 1948.

a.x. 16th June, 1948. .

Following for Air Ministry.

[Begins]

Air Ministry please repeat M!WEv'8 fro Air AttacheRome AA208 of June 15th.

Reference your AIX 5448 of June 9th sub ect CzechCivil Air Line Prague to Palestine, answers o your queriesare:

(1) weekly

(2) D.C.

(5) Air contacts will watch future arrivals andendeavour to discover nature of the cargoes. Will report
results by signal.

(4) Believed no.
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Registry
No. E.6918/648/31

Top Secret.

Secret.

Restricted.

Open.

Draft.
Letter

H.E. the Syrian
Minister,
Syrian Legation
London

FROM:-

Copied to:-
Air Ministry -

Mr. Hampton
Ministry of
Civil Aviation
Mr. Podger

War Office -
Major Leask 1
M.I.5 - Mr.Sch

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.

June, 1948.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to Your

Excellency's Note No. 96 of 24th May and to

inform you that permits are not for the

present being granted for the export of

fighter aircraft to Palestine and that it

would be illegal for any Britis -fighter

aircraft to leave this count for Palestine

without such a permit. n any case where this

was known to have hap ned strong disciplinary

measures would of course be taken;and if Your

Excellency yiou be so good as to furnish me

with more d ailed evidence of any such

flights ving taken place I should see that

it wa investigated with the utmost urgency.

In such cases as have already come to

heir notice His Majesty's Government have taker

prompt action,and in this connection I would

draw Your Excellency's attention to the case of

four Anson aircraft which left the United

Kingdom for Palestine without export permits

and which have been impounded at Rhodes and

have been deprived of their registration

certificates.

I have the honour, etc.,
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19, Kensington Palace Gardens,
SYRIAN LEGATION

LON DON.

rvo.9,. K.
9-.-

I

w.8.

24i , 1948.

.6918
26 ?M7i

Sir,

I have the honour to drew your attention
to the fact that a number of British aircraft
fighters are being flown to Palestine from the
United Kingdom. Some of these are being del-
ivered by British pilots on the continent, and
are thus finding their way from there to the
Jewish force in Palestine.

country
Britain
Planes

This is continuing to happen w
r, even though having a treaty
i, can obtain a licence for the
or Arms.

hile no Arab
with Great

export of

In spite cf Jewish
contrary, as well as thei
policy towards the Arabs,
constitutes a very real ar

r

n

protestations to the
accusations of British

this is going on, and
*d unfortunate fact.

I should like to add on this occasion, that
the collective action of the Arab States is nothing
more than the defence of themselves and the Middle
East, against organised invasion on such a scale,
by Peoples of another continent, that could threaten
International peace.

I have the
est consideration.

honour to be, Sir, with the high-

Your obedient Servant,

fiq~n "L

Minister.

The Rt. Hon.
The Foreign
Whitehall.
s.W.1.

Ernest
Office,

Bevin. M.. P.,
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1o. E 6915/64/31

I nave the honou
noted the information

o. 96 of .ay 2_th ab
fighter aircraft fro..
the use of the Jewish

<t4.h une,

r to state that I h
contained in your

out the alleged e-
the United Kingdo.,:
forces.

ave

to

1:45.

carefully
el ency' s note
of iritish
Palestine for

%nie CS

2. His la jesty's GJverILent are strictly enforcing the
embargo on the supply of war niaterial to both the Jewish
authorities and the Arab States covered by the Security's
Council's regoLAi i b'in regard to a 'cease fire' in
Palestine. LMoreover, before the Security Council's
resolution was passed .Iis >a jesty's Government were
enforcing t embargo on the supply of arms to either party
in Palestine. It would therefore he illegal for any
fighter aircraft to be exported fro.. the United i.ingdo.: to
Palestine and no evidence is available that aircraft have
been so exported. Should iour xc:ellency be in possession
of such evidence I should oe very gratef ul to receive it so
that the matter might ben investigated.

T have the honour to be, with the highest
'cnsideration-,

Your 'xcellency's obedient Servant,
(For the Secretarj of State)

t~~3~
His Excellency

Dr. Lajeeb al-Arinanazi,
etc., etc., etc.,

19, Kensington Palace Gardens,
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NOREI SE lin eF.

Your Exeeluesy

I he the eosom, t t thet I haves~rdee4the isftwitiee ewtels.4is your 1m11o' et
No. 96 of May A tr about the alleged export ore ishftstighter alitraft frem the Ulted Liga to Plsetta tothe use of the Jeeish ftrees.

2. lIe Maesty's Govamrsst i re strictly enfiercig theerg oR the s p1y of war Material to both the Jesh*ethoritie a the Arab States covered by the oecurity's baoune1's resel tie is aeg art to a 'ese tlwe' ie
teleatiae. Mereever' befor, the Seeurity Oountiolesweeolution was passe& His Majesty'* Qovernment wereetb roieg an embargo so the supply of arms Lo either partyLa Pelestiee. It would therefore be illegal for segfiler aircraft to be exporte4 from the United i agdm to
Peletiae and so evidence is available th' aareft hovebeen so exported. Should Your Exlleaey be is possesslaof sucb evidesoe I should be very grateful to receive it sethat the better might be closely investigeted.

I have the honour to be, with the bhihest
consideratiaa'*

Yourzoleney'e obedieast e' y °(For the aeoretary or 3tat..)

)~ ~ o =

oc°o

r--C

nis Ea ellesey r0
Dr. Nesjee 6 al-Arnasesi,

ate. ete., ete.,
9,Keasiagto Palsee Gardenes,
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) ALESTINE

E7128/648/31

TELEGRAM FROM
8ir V. Mallet ROME

9* 7 SECRET

May 27,19.8
Received

.- in RegistryI May 29,1948

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

I

(Action
(Action

corn leted.)

A4icraft and ammunition for Palestie

Addressed to Air Ministry.

activities in progress
supply of aircraft and
in Palestine. Head of
is believed to be a Du

Gives details of the
in Italy regarding the
arrmnition for the Jews
the local organisation

tch Jew named Van Hayr.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and
retained by the autherised recipient and not

II
should be
passed on].

Cypher/UTP AI' INI TRY

.ma = - W t 4 l 4.T&Is '-1 "&T lK
DI WRII3UTIC~_

.

I'o 907l
.I.Ay, 1948.

Addressed to
to V oreign (ffice

10. 29
1.13

Air
and

v.4. 28th ay
p. . 28th .ay

Ei71
mAnistra

Prague.
peated

Reference H... D. signal AIX 384 of :' 21st 11948.
It has become apparent that any activi s are in progress
in Italy egarding supply of aircraft an ammi~unition to the
Jews in Palest ine. Head of local organisat ion is believe
be Dutch Jew named Van davr.

to

2. Prior to ..ay 15th there were reports that some
II Anson and DH Rapide aircraft registered in nited ,\inguei
roving round europe under the guise of tour flight s.
pilott of one aircraft spoke freely and state that he thought
the aircraft had been purchased in cifferent places and
then flown to United .ingdom: for overhaul and C of A.
§ilot s were to fly around killing ti-e until .ay 15th and
then tr to make their. way to slestine as the Jews required
aircraf for carrying supplies to outlying coimunal farms.
orne of these aircraft were impounded when they landed

at Rhodes. Italian authorities were asked to hold others
in the absence of proper clear nee from united i'irgdom.

3. liablee source states that the itsliar Govern-
ment uas recently granted export licence for some 1b tons
of arms and amuiunit ion which Ore now awaiting transport bysea or Air. Further 8 to 1k tons reported awaiting despatch
fromn nited -tetes subject to cnward transportation by air
from Italy. Italian airlines not yet participating in airtraffic to Palestine but companies are pressin g authorities
to . ermit such flight s. Authorities have sc ar refused
on the pretext that the' are still bound by terms of the
peace treat-. 3om1e Bwitish companies reputed anxious tounuertake this traffic but hesitating because uncertain guardinginsurance aspect i.e. war risk premiums may ;:ake such
operat ions t oo expensive. Charter companies are obviously
feelinL their way and loking for re uner tive traffic of
this nature.

4.
tran sport
iArways r
:rrangeme

Qommandot
are cnoin
final des
fighter a
through.

Probably, however, the greatest activity in air
will come from Aferica. Company known as service
egistered in Lew York apears to be the inspiring.
ntts have already been wade for supply of 8 Curtis
G-46 aircraft registered in Panama. TridM aircraft

into Cat ania and Sicily from Casablanca and giving
tinat ion as jrague. Each is reputed to be carrying
ircraft of unknown t ype and five have already gone

?emaining three are following.

5. In add it ion to the above, two Aerican I or se man

/aircraft hive recen t444,4
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Rm telegram No. 907 to F O.

aircraft
crashed

have recently proceeded
in Roe prier to flight

to
and

Palestine.
killed both

A third
occupant '.

3. Finally th seems no doubt that about 50 ilets
are nderein train at Urbe airport near Rete by fira

X Xokne "' airing at present taking place on
lig but ere are rumours that mre advanced
a aft will soin e available. Organisation of this
tra i seems to have been very therugb and all necessary
equ jfe gork has been provided.

Important stress that although source
reliable it has not been possible to -check
information.

Foreign Office pass to

normal ly
above

.Air Ministry.

(:0

,, s

0-

P\51

N

F+

-0 ~ -

O c~

0
OI

*YI

co

co

.o

n
(b
.f

o -
v 0

0c~

CA

-40O

o -4.n -

M s

C Z

CD r
r-r C

S -4

- ,

r'

w

J

OOa

Cxa



Registry
Number

TELEGRAM FROM
Mr Greeniway PANAMA

7194M/3

37171/648/31

No.
62

Dated

Received
in Registry

May 27,1948

May 31,1948

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How,, posed of.)

~~ .~j
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completed.

N ext Paper.
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Actities of Lissas Aeraade Pa "
Ref ere to Panama telegram 61

above telegram was
May 25th. Cuttings

information
published in

follow,

contained
the press

(minutes.)

2008 F.O.P.

of May 25 '
(86953/648/31)
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CYPHR/OTP

FROM PIL

liz. Greenway.

TO F(E IGN IeE

DEPAtR L

D: 6.35 p i Ma

27th Uay, 1948.- R: 1.41 a.m. 28th May ,1948,

Repeated to:

Addressed 
to Fo2

iy telegram No.- 61

Civil A via tion.

to WWaEhiflgtofl.

C 25th May,

Substance of information contained in paragrtpis 1and 3 of my telegram under reference was publishedin local press on 25th lay. Cuttings follow byair mil.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat]
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FOREIGN PFIC,

22nd June,

Your telegrams Nos.
about Linea Aereos Panamena.

We shoul
would be so i
copy of your
4th May to th
if you have n

8. W. 1.

1948.

57 and 59

d be grateful if you
Ind as to let us have
letter 22/19/48 of the
e
ot

a

Air Attache Guatemala,
already done so.

Yours ever,

EASTERN

The Chancery,
British Legation,

Panama.

(E 7171/648/31)

Dear Chancery,
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